The Beacon
A light of information & inspiration

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Welcome to November! Yes, you read that right; we are less than
two months from Christmas. Can it even be possible?
As we enter November I hope we are permeated with gratitude.
We began three Sundays ago to start the intentional practice of
giving thanks for all the gifts, all the blessings, all the things we
love in our lives. How is that going?
Have you started a gratitude notebook or a blessing jar yet? Have
you begun to see this world through eyes of appreciation and
gratitude and love for GOD and all GOD has done for us? Have you noticed yet that
your trust level in GOD is rising as you are reminded by all of His gifts and graces in
your life?
I am someone who needs to pray all the time. I guess we all are but I need some help in
the endeavor. I know several brief prayers and some not so brief prayers that serve to
keep me on track. I will share three of them with you.
The first, “LORD have mercy, Christ have mercy, LORD have mercy” is one I often use
when I don’t really know what to pray but without fail it brings my attention back to
Christ and trust prevails.
The second, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living GOD, have mercy on me, a Sinner.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, have mercy on me, a Son. Lord Jesus Christ,
Son of the Living GOD, have mercy on me a saint.” I have begun praying it through a
second time using plurals for all of us sinners, children and saints. This prayer serves to
remind me Who I am and Whose I am in Christ.
Finally, I began praying this prayer about two summers ago in rhythm with my early
morning prayer walks, “Give thanks to the LORD for He is good, His steadfast love
endures forever. Thank You, JESUS!” This particular prayer perfectly sets the stage for
me to intentionally build “thanksgiving” as a regular, foundational block of my daily
life.
Some recent additions to my Gratitude Notebook are: getting to eat breakfast twice,
early morning prayer walk through the dark church, still asleep when the alarm sounds,
reserved driveway just for me, treated like family, indomitable faith from someone who
has had an extremely difficult life, etc.
How about you? I would love it if you would share some of
your reasons for gratitude either during worship or by putting it
on our Blessings Tree in the lobby of the Beacon Life Center
or just by emailing me. And oh, one of the major gifts,
blessings and loves in my life is you. Thank you!!!
In the Amazing Love of Jesus Christ,

Pastor Brian
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Our Vision & Mission
“Shining the Light
of God’s Love”
Through:
Inspiring Worship
Personal Growth
Intentional Outreach
Church Webpage
www.pslfumc.com

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 8:30a –4:30p
Friday 8:30a-12p

Sunday Morning Worship

8:00a Traditional Worship
9:30a Contemporary Worship
11:00a Traditional Worship
11:30a Spanish Worship
Worship with us online at
Facebook Live
9:30a, 11:00a & 11:30a

If you are not ready for in person
worship you can still

WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE!!

Join us on Facebook Live for
our Sunday Worship Services:
9:30 am (Contemporary)
11:00 am (Traditional)
11:30 am (Spanish)
Find us at First United
Methodist Church of Port St. Lucie
& Aposento Alto Ministry-FUMC

Also watch Facebook for daily
messages from our FUMC team!
If you miss our live broadcast of Sunday’s
Worship Services, you can still watch at
Facebook! Even if you do not have Facebook
(just click “not now” whenever you are asked to
log in) you can watch. If you need help, call the
church office at 878-1155.

SERMON BY PHONE
If you are unable to
connect using these pages,
you can listen to the
Sunday Sermon by calling
1-772-202-5818 (must use
1 and area code).

If you would like to
receive our monthly

newsletter “The Beacon”
in your email box and
receive our daily eprayers and daily
devotions, just send an
email to
secretary@pslfumc.com
and we’ll add you to the
list!

Thank you so much to each of you. We
are completely, utterly, abjectly
astonished by your grace and generosity.
You always demonstrate your love and
appreciation to us but over the last
several weeks you have simply bowled
us over with your kindness and grace.
We are honored, privileged and blessed
to serve JESUS with you. Thank you!!!
Blessings on you,
Nena, Rad and Brian

Salty Servants
in ministries of mercy,
justice and earth-care
Jesus was clear that his followers are to be
servants: “Whoever wants to become great among
you must be your servant…just as the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve”
(Matthew 20:26-28)
Service flows naturally and inescapably from the
teachings and example of Jesus. “Let me tell you
why you are here,” says Jesus. “You’re here to be
salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of
this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will
people taste godliness?”
(Matthew 5:13 The Message)
Salty Servants are those who have joined Jesus in
Salty Service to persons outside their congregation
for at least one hour. “Salty Service” is defined in
terms of any of four elements: Hands-on mercy
ministry alleviating the suffering of others; Justice
ministry addressing systems that cause suffering;
Earth-care as a steward of God’s creation;
Relationship building to ease the emotional or
spiritual needs of others.

Record of Our Faithful Attendance

Please record your “Salty Service” at the
bottom of the Attendance Forms on Sundays.
We’d love to celebrate the amount of hours
our congregation volunteers to help others
outside our church family.
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Financial Update - In the month of October we
received $75,103.16 toward our monthly need of
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United Methodist Women Unit Meeting
“World Thank Offering”
What are you thankful for each day?

Lord, I thank YOU for_____________.
May this offering help some woman,
youth, or child around the world, Amen

Wednesday, November 17

12 PM Brown Bag Luncheon
12:30 PM Program
Room 101, Beacon Life Center

Wednesday, November 3 @11:30 AM

United Methodist Women
2022 Program Planning Meeting
Bring you new ideas for next years programs.
Room 101, Beacon Life Center

United Methodist Women’s Circles

2021 Treasure Coast, FL
Enjoyment Coupon Book
$35.00
The United Methodist Women
will be selling the books on
Sunday's after each church
service and through
the church office starting
November 1st.
Clothing pantry for the
needy. We serve the people
that visit the Food Pantry
with clothing donations. You
can help by donating your
unwanted or outgrown gently used
clothing. We are open every Tuesday
10am-12pm.

Current needs:
Girls clothes, newborn to 14
Boys clothes, newborn to 14
If you have any questions,
call the church office.

Centennial Circle - 2nd Monday – 12:30 PM
Leader: Shirley Miller (772) 468-0608
~~~

Lydia Circle – 4th Tuesday – 1:00 PM
Leader: Laura Stransky (772)785-9153
~~~

Marta Circle – 2nd Monday – 7:00 PM
Leader: Nydia Aponte (407) 375-1509
~~~

Priscilla Circle – 2nd Thursday – 1:00 PM Leader:
Beverly Roselli (772) 336-7023

Follow us on Facebook
First United Methodist
Church of PSL
United Methodist Women

SPECIAL NEEDS THIS MONTH:

Cereal, rice, canned beans, & jelly

We ALSO need someone with a truck to help
pick food up at the food bank in Ft Pierce. The
dates we need help are Nov. 1st, 8th, 15th and
22nd. Please call Diane at 772-828-0257 if you
can help.

Please pray for our
Service Personnel:
Lawrence Bach
Hugh Ballard
Kaitlyn Neeley Barber
“Wit” Darvill
Kevin Dugan
Michael Dugan
Ethan Fink
Douglas T. Gifford
Ezra Gordon
Torey Griffith
Anthony Hope
Thomas Kitson
Anthony LoPrinzi
Jeremiah Megerle
Johnna Moody
Judi Moody
Carole Moody
Rob Preston Jr.
Zachary Rishko
Sean H. Simpson
Please call the church office
if someone you know should
be added to the Service
Personnel list or is no longer
on active duty.

Our Love & Prayers Go Out To
Our Friends Residing at Care Centers
Watercrest SLW, 279 NW California Blvd, Port St Lucie, 34986
Ruth Cooke Room 201
Paradise Care Cottage, 2277 Lennard Rd, Port St Lucie. 34952
Bonnie Ryder Room 18
Pete Norrie Room 14
PSL Restorative Care, 7300 Oleander Ave, Port St Lucie, FL, 34952
Dorothy Rush Room 16
Sandgate Gardens Rehab & Nursing Center, 703 S. 29th St., Fort Pierce,
FL 34947 Fay Tapper
Meridian at Lantana, 3061 Donnelly Drive, Lantana, FL 33462
Shirley Reeder Room C114

Our Friends Residing at Home

Madeline Boria
2510 SW Chestnut Lane, Port St Lucie, 34953
Desmond Brice
401 SE Starflower Ave, Port St Lucie, FL 34983
Althia Griffith
2034 SE Ellington Terrace, Port St Lucie, FL 34952
Diane Jenks
2974 SW Bright St., Port St Lucie, 34953
Evelyn Reis
The Pointe, 2750 SE Ocean Blvd, Apt S306, Stuart, FL
34996

Online/Mobile Giving
You can make your donations
on line. Go to our website at
www.pslfumc.com and click on
the easyTithe link or you can
go to the app store and
download easyTithe.
https://app.easytithe.com/App/
Giving/fumcpsl

Have you moved?
Have you changed your email
address or telephone number?
Do you use only your cell now?
Does your church know?
Please call the church office
to update your records or
email secretary@pslfumc.com.

If you are aware of an illness,
hospitalization, or death in the
family of one of our members
please notify the church office.
This will help us better serve you.
We would rather receive several
phone calls than none at all.
Please do not assume that we
already know.

Please join the Visitation Team
in wishing a

Happy Birthday

by sending a card to:

Evelyn Reis 11/22

The Pointe
2750 SE Ocean Blvd, Apt S306
Stuart, FL 34996

 Counters for your weekly assistance.
 The Men’s Prayer Group and the Women’s



Hanging of the
Greens




December 5th
at all Sunday Services







Gideons International Testimony
What happens when we obey God & share His Word?
Please pray for the St. Lucie County Gideons Int. The jail asked us
for over 1,400 New Testaments for the inmates and 300 NTs. for the
Hospital and several Hotels. Pray that we can Place Bibles in your
Doctors' offices also. Thanks.

Testimonio de los Gedeones International

¿Qué sucede cuando obedecemos a Dios y compartimos Su
Palabra?
Por favor oren por los Gedeones Int. del Condado de St. Lucie nos
pidieron mas de 1,400 Nuevos Testamentos para la carcel y 300
NTs. para el Hospital y varios Hoteles. Ore que podamos poner
Biblias en las oficinas de sus Doctores tambien. Gracias.
© 2012 The Gideons International. All Rights Reserved. www.Gideons.org

HANDBELL CHOIR
Attention Music Readers
This is the perfect opportunity
for you to share in our
church music ministry. We
plan to bring out the full set of five octaves. This
applies to interested high school students as well
as college and young adults and all that have had
musical experiences. Come on out and join this
fun group of music lovers. For additional
information, contact Linda Cox
at 468-7783 or 985 7092!









Prayer Group who pray for everyone for
whom prayers were requested and prepare
and mail out the prayer cards.
The Visitation Team and Lay Servants for
making phone calls to all of the church to
keep in touch, pray and take prayer requests.
Diane & Bill Gagliardi for coordinating the
Food Pantry.
All of those helping in the food pantry by
shopping, stocking, packing bags and
distributing food each Tuesday morning.
All of those helping in Hope’s Corner sorting
and organizing the clothing donations and
disbursement.
Our church family volunteers who keep the
landscape and memorial garden weed free &
beautiful.
All of those that have spent countless hours
keeping our Facebook Live Services and
daily messages running as smoothly as
possible.
Jenette Robarge, Shirley Miller, Marlis
Spear, Ashley Morgan, and Marilyn Benda
for helping in the church office on a weekly
basis.
Chris Bogley, Karen McCall, Carole Bowen,
and Nancy Morando for preparing the pews
each week.
All of our committee members, Praise
Teams, Tech Team, Choir, Communion Prep
Team, Greeters & Ushers who work hard all
year long.
Carole Williams for taking care of the church
library.

Although we have once again
had to put off our Fall
Festival (due to Covid), the
Witness Team has a few
wonderful outreach events
coming up and we will need
your help. We will be:
1. Filling goody bags for all
the Doctors, nurses and staff
at Tradition Hospital and St.
Lucie West Emergency Center and including
thank you cards for their dedicated service to our
community through these trying times.
Psalms 91 card for the Police Officers / Staff at Pt.
St. Lucie Police Dept (which lets them know that
we are praying for their safety and thanking them
for their service.
Here is where you come in, we need donations of:
1. water
2. granola bars
3. life savers
4. individually packaged crackers
5. individually packaged cookies
6. individually wrapped candy
If you would prefer to give monetary donations
rather than shopping for the above items, we will
be glad to do the shopping for you. Please mark
your donation for the Witness Team.
On November 3rd at 6:00 pm we will be packing
the goody bags in Room 2 in the Outreach Center
and would love for you to join us as we prepare
them to be delivered.
For Christmas we will be heading up the "Adopt
A Family" program again this year (a program
that supplies Christmas gifts for families who need
assistance). If you know of any family that has
needs, please contact Janet Pederson 772-370-0183
as soon as possible.

Memorial Gifts
Received for:

Wayne Felber
by Fred & Cathy Felber

Linda Pyatt
by Rebecca Talbert

Thank you to all those making calls
to our FUMC family. With members
still hesitant to come to church, it is
important that we stay connected to
them. We are still in need of volunteers to
make calls approximately once a month. If
you feel called to be a part of this important
FUMC phone call ministry, please contact
Rita Etherington at (772) 678-1449.

From now until the end of
November, First UMC of
Port St. Lucie Food
Pantry has been selected to
receive a $1 donation for every
$12.99 Bloomin' 4 Good
Bouquet with the red circle
sticker sold at: Winn-Dixie 281
Southwest Port St. Lucie
Look for the bouquets with the red circle sticker pictured here
to make sure it is a Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet that will benefit
our Food Pantry upon purchase.

God Bless you all, Your Witness Team

The Altar Flowers for the Traditional Services
are available to purchase for dedication in 2022:
The new chart for 2022 is posted in the display case
on the south wall of the Narthex. There are many
opportunities to honor or memorialize your loved
ones during the year. Please sign up on the chart or
call the church office. The payment should be
submitted with your reservation form.

Life at our Northport K-8 partner school continues to move
forward despite the current pandemic. Thankfully, infection
rates have been very low at Northport and continue to drop.
We will know at a later date when we can participate in
classroom help and other in-school activities.
Thank you to all who brought in baked goods and treats for
the teachers on their workday at Northport on Oct. 11. They
were thrilled to see your love in action! There will be more
workdays as the school year progresses, so stay tuned for
more sharing opportunities!
As we have done before, we will be collecting Thanksgiving
meal fixings for needy Northport families. Whatever you can
contribute, whether it's a frozen turkey or turkey breast, or
canned vegetables, etc, please plan to deliver them to the
church office by the week of Nov. 15-19. Thank you for your
faithful support of our neighborhood school and its extended
family! Your love is making a difference!

Our Cuba container is back in the church office.
Donations of packaged and boxed food items are
needed. However, due to shipping weightage, we
cannot accept canned items of food at this time.
We are seeing via media reports an easing of travel
regulations, and airport openings. Hopefully and
prayerfully we will soon be able to transport our goods
and visit our two mission Churches in Cuba.
Cuba Missions remains thankful for your continued
support and prayers.

Sandra McClure, Cuba Missions

The church library has been
blessed to have been bequeathed
large parts of 2 very nice series:
1. The encyclopedia set; ALL THE _______ OF THE BIBLE - Herbert
Lockyer. We now have 17 volumes of the 21 volume set.
This is a great resource and time saver if you are studying a particular
topic. Lockyer had gathered all the references in the Bible on a particular
topic in one handy volume. (All the Women of the Bible, All the Prayers
of the Bible, etc) The books may be checked out for one month, but
PLEASE be considerate of other church members and RETURN the
books in a timely manner. When I first worked in this library in 1993, the
library owned the complete set. There are only 2 volumes of that set left!
2. The other partial set is the commentary series; THE BIBLE
SPEAKS TODAY, THE MESSAGE by various authors. We now own
11 of the series from the Old Testament, missing Ecclesiastes and Daniel.
We have none of the New Testament. These may also be checked out for
one month.
As with these and all other books in the church library, I ask that you
PLEASE check them out by writing your name & phone number, and
date due on the book card & depositing it in the designated file box. The
loan period is for ONE month. PLEASE remember to return the books
and place them in the designated box just outside the library door.
The library is for all to enjoy, so I hope you'll stop in Room 106 and
check out all that we have to offer.
Carole Williams, Church Librarian

PRAYER SHAWL
MINISTRY
Knit & Crochet

Every Monday at 1 pm

ALL ARE WELCOME!!

We teach beginners teenagers and
older. We share patterns, yarn and
stories. We will help you with
knit /crochet problems.

Come join us!

For more information call
Ruth Ann Albert at (772) 878-1703

We meet every Thursday
9 am - noon in Room 101 of the
Beacon Life Center.

PLEASE JOIN US!

For further information, contact
Carolyn Hamel at (772) 204-8971

GOOD GRIEF GROUP
December 6th ~ 12 pm
Room 105, Beacon Life Center
Bring your own lunch or snack!
Anyone who has lost a loved one is
invited to join us1. We meet on the
1st Monday of each month. For more
information, call Shirley Baker
at (321) 543-9450.

Our church will be ringing the bells for
the Salvation Army again this year. We
will be ringing at St. Andrews Publix
on December 11th from 10 am—8 pm
and at the St. Lucie West Publix on
December 18th from 10 am—8 pm.
We will have sign ups after the church
services within a few weeks. If you
would like to reserve a spot in advance
for yourself and a friend, please call the
church office.

ATTENDANCE FORMS
We appreciate your help in
keeping our attendance and
membership records up to
date. Please fill out an attendance form
each and every Sunday and turn it in to
an usher or place in the baskets provided.
It is not necessary to fill out every line of
the form, just your name and any
information that has changed.

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP

Our Thanksgiving
Offering this year
will be for our
mission partners.

The Witness Team needs Families who
need assistance for Christmas for their
"Adopt A Family" program. If you know of
any family that has needs, please contact
Janet Pederson 772-370-0183 as soon as

PLEASE PRINT

2021 Christmas Poinsettias

Given By:__________________________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________
I would like _____ plant(s) Cost $8.00 each
Please limit your dedication to the name of the person.
In Honor or Memory of: ___________________________________________________________
(Please circle one)

In Honor or Memory of: ___________________________________________________________
(Please circle one)

In Honor or Memory of: ___________________________________________________________
(Please circle one)
Order deadline: December 17th. Plants can be picked up any time after the 5 pm or 7 pm service on Christmas Eve.

I will ____ will not ___ pick up my plants.

MISSIONS IS - GOD'S WORK THROUGH US.
LAS MISIONES - LA OBRA DE DIOS A TRAVÉS DE NOSOTROS

Interview with Deborah Galtere: When did you know you wanted to be in the mission field?

Ever since I was a child, I knew God wanted me to serve Him but never truly knew where. When I was in my twenties, I felt God moving me in a
new direction in terms of my mission experience, before that, I went to church, and I always participated in group activities but never considered
being part of a mission.
One day, I had the opportunity to go on a mission trip to a small island in the Bahamas. On that trip, I visited a little church; as I was sitting on the
bench in the back row of the church, I realized God wanted me to be part of the bigger picture of His church outside of the USA. This was my first
experience of outreach mission activity. The mission team I was a part of did different activities, ranging from building projects at the church,
house visitations, sharing Bible tracts on the streets, and more!
When I returned to the USA, I realized I needed a deeper religious education on the Bible so I could share His Word with others. That trip made me
realize how much more I could learn about God and His Word. It set me on a path to find out where I should go for this training and that is when I
realized my mindset regarding what I wanted to do changed. I knew without a doubt that I wanted to serve God in the mission field. I prayed that
He would use me as He would.
I found a Bible School offering weekend courses as well as extension classes that could done from home. Meeting other like minded people
encouraged me during my first local mission. I had the opportunity to visit a local prison, I was leading a Bible study on the women´s side. This
was the start of my prison ministry.
I kept working in my secular job to help fund the prison ministry as well as the missions overseas that I wanted to do. I focused my overseas
mission work on various islands in the Caribbean.
I had the opportunity to travel to Cuba in 1979 for secular work. While there, I met Glenn, and through our mutual work, as well as our desire to do
missions we started a conversation that got us both committed in missions and marriage.
We resided in Grand Cayman, British West Indies and engaged in doing missions in the Cayman Islands, Central and South America, and other
Caribbean Islands. I was ordained with Full Gospel Assemblies, International in 1989. Prior to my ordination, I served as an evangelist and
missioner.
In 1986, we went to South Africa to facilitate a church group in graduating from seminary. Due to apartheid sanctions funding for the seminary
from the USA stopped. The senior class of the students need one more year to graduate. We committed to volunteer for one year to help the
students graduate. In our year of ministry, we discovered that the other students who had only completed one, two or three years had such a heart to
complete their studies we stayed longer to facilitate them to their graduation.
OUR MISSION, The unfinished task:
When you are in a country where many people are poor, disenfranchised yet motivated to learn. It changed our hearts and kept us from leaving that
first year. In fact, we did not leave until we had been in mission ministry ten years in South Africa and Botswana.
In the first seven years, we graduated over 750 seminary students as Bible workers Evangelists, Mission Workers, Church Planters and Pastors. Our
work grew into facilitating communities in their dreams and visions to better their lives.
We recognized the importance of having the students graduate with a recognized seminary and connected with The International Seminary based
in Florida, USA and all our students who graduated have a degree that is recognized worldwide.
While in South Africa, I transferred my clergy papers into the Methodist Church of Southern Africa and became part of the Methodist family. I
came into full connection as a Methodist Clergy with that Conference in 1992.
In the community of Makouspan, where we lived a group of children came and scratched (knocked) on our door saying, “We have come.” I asked
for what and they said, “to learn.”
So, I started teaching them. We had no building or classroom, books, chairs to sit on, no pencils or paper. So, I took a stick and started writing
a,b,c,d….in the dirt. That was our first class. My Setswana (language spoken by the folks in the community we lived in) was minimal and the
English that the children spoke was virtually non-existent and we learned from each other.
In South Africa, we helped to provide forty mini libraries in forty different communities, thirteen early learning centers, built one church, and
multiple school classrooms. We had discovered that the South African government would provide a teacher to a school if there was a classroom to
accommodate them. Every year we tried to get at least one or more classrooms built in various communities. Other projects included the building of
playgrounds, community gardens, sewing and knitting project, evangelism and the showing of the Jesus film (in the Tswana language) using a bed
sheet as the screen and a generator to power the projector.
PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH:
We took part as Mediators in truth reconciliation talks after Mandela became President. We ministered to the people of the refugee camps in South
Africa across the border from Mozambique during their civil war. In the refugee camps we helped in medical missions and trained indigenous
missioners in practical mission outreach to the refugees.

A community received more Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes than they needed to distribute. I was in that village doing another community
project. I asked if I could take the extra gift boxes to Makouspan where I lived, for the children there. It was a tremendous blessing to distribute
over two hundred boxes to the children in the community I resided in. The faces of the children glowed with joy as they received these boxes!
We received bibles, clothes, scripture calendars and boxes of education materials from people in the UK, Caribbean, USA, and South Africa. All
our ministry was supported with love gifts from people around the world who heard of our mission work. We received letters from folks who
identified as agnostic, atheist, and even other religious expressions who had heard of our work and they wanted to support the secular aspects of our
outreaches.
In later years of mission ministry after we left South Africa, we ministered in Jamaica, West Indies with the Methodist Church of the Caribbean and
the Americas and established The International Seminary there and in Grand Cayman, British West Indies also. We returned to the USA in 1999
due to health issues that my husband was experiencing that could not be dealt with in Jamaica.
In my years of mission ministry, I traveled regularly by boat, foot, donkey cart, horse, off-road vehicle, airplane and one time even a helicopter!
God has always traveled with us, before us, and behind us in our missions work. The adventure of being obedient to God's call in one's life is truly
life changing. It is one adventure that I would not change for anything. I encourage all who read this interview, listen for God's voice in your
life...and make that step into His adventures!
My adventure continues here in Port Saint Lucie!
Won't you join me and the Missions Team at First United Methodist Church of Port Saint Lucie as we continue to answer God's call in our lives.

Continued - - - - >

< - - - - - Continued
Entrevista con Deborah Galtere: ¿Cuándo supo que quería estar en el campo misionero?
Desde que era niña, supe que Dios quería que le sirviera, pero nunca supe realmente dónde. Cuando tenía veintitantos años, sentí que Dios me
llevaba en una nueva dirección en términos de mi experiencia misionera, antes de eso, iba a la iglesia y siempre participaba en actividades en
grupos, pero nunca consideré ser parte de una misión.
Un día, tuve la oportunidad de hacer un viaje misionero a una pequeña isla en las Bahamas. En ese viaje, visité una pequeña iglesia; mientras
estaba sentada en el banco de la iglesia, me di cuenta de que Dios quería que yo fuera parte del panorama más amplio de Su iglesia fuera de
los EE. UU. Esta fue mi primera experiencia de actividad misionera de alcance. El equipo misionero del que formaba parte realizó diferentes
actividades, como proyectos de construcción en la iglesia, visitas a los hogares, repartir folletos en las calles, ¡y más!
Cuando regresé a los Estados Unidos, me di cuenta de que necesitaba una educación más profunda sobre la Biblia para poder compartir Su
Palabra con los demás. Ese viaje me hizo ver cuánto más podía aprender acerca de Dios y Su Palabra. Me encamino para descubrir a dónde
debería ir para ese entrenamiento, entonces me di cuenta de que lo que yo pensaba en cuanto a lo que quería hacer cambió. Sabía sin duda
alguna que quería servir a Dios en el campo misionero. Oré para que me usara como ÉL quisiera.
Encontré una Escuela Bíblica que ofrecía cursos de fin de semana y clases por extensión que se podían tomar desde casa. El conocer a otras
personas que pensábamos igual me animó durante mi primera misión local. Tuve la oportunidad de visitar una prisión local, yo estaba
dirigiendo un estudio bíblico con mujeres. Así empezó mi ministerio en la prisión.
Seguí trabajando secularmente para financiar el ministerio de la prisión, así como las misiones en el extranjero que quería lograr. Concentré
mi trabajo misionero en el extranjero en varias islas del Caribe.
Tuve la oportunidad de viajar a Cuba en 1979 por trabajo secular. Mientras estuve allí, conocí a Glenn, y a través de nuestro trabajo mutuo, y
nuestro deseo de hacer misiones, comenzamos una conversación que nos comprometió a ambos con las misiones y el matrimonio hasta que la
muerte nos separe.
Residimos en Gran Caimán, Antillas Británicas y realizamos misiones en las Islas Caimán y otras del Caribe, y América Latina. Fui ordenada
en 1989. Antes de mi ordenación, serví como evangelista y misionera.
En 1986, fuimos a Sudáfrica para ayudar a un grupo a graduarse del seminario. Debido a las sanciones del apartheid, se detuvo el
financiamiento del seminario por parte de Estados Unidos. Algunos estudiantes necesitaban cursar un año más para graduarse. Nos
comprometimos a ser voluntarios durante un año para ayudarles a graduarse. En nuestro año de ministerio, descubrimos que los otros
estudiantes que sólo habían completado unos años solamente tenían un gran deseo y disposición para completar sus estudios que nos
quedamos más tiempo para facilitarles su graduación.
Cuando estás en un país donde la gente es pobre, privada de sus derechos, pero motivada para aprender. El estar en un país así cambió
nuestros corazones y nos impidió irnos ese primer año. De hecho, nos quedamos diez años en el ministerio misionero en Sudáfrica y
Botswana.
En los primeros siete años, graduamos a más de 750 estudiantes de seminario como evangelistas, obreros bíblicos, misioneros, plantadores de
iglesias y pastores. Nuestro trabajo se convirtió en ayudar a las comunidades para que lograran sus sueños y visiones para mejorar sus vidas.
Reconocimos la importancia de que los estudiantes se gradúen con un seminario reconocido y estar conectados con el Seminario
Internacional, Todos nuestros estudiantes que se graduaron tienen un título reconocido mundialmente.
Mientras estaba en Sudáfrica, transferí mis documentos de clero a la Iglesia Metodista de Sudáfrica y me uní a la familia metodista. Ahora
estoy con la Conferencia desde el 1992.
En la comunidad de Makouspan, donde vivíamos, un grupo de niños llegó y arañaron con la mano (Tocaron) a nuestra puerta diciendo:
"Hemos venido". Yo pregunté: ¿Para qué han venido? y me dijeron, "para aprender".
Entonces, comencé a enseñarles. Sin edificio ni aula, ni libros, ni sillas para sentarnos, ni lápices ni papel. Entonces, tomé un palo y comencé
a escribir a, b, c, d… .en la tierra. Esa fue nuestra primera clase. Mi setswana (idioma hablado por la gente de la comunidad en la que
vivíamos) era mínimo y el inglés que hablaban los niños era prácticamente inexistente y aprendimos los unos de los otros.
En Sudáfrica, ayudamos a proporcionar cuarenta mini bibliotecas, trece centros primarios de aprendizaje, construimos una iglesia y varias
aulas escolares. Descubrimos que el gobierno sudafricano proporcionaría un maestro a una escuela si hubiera un aula para acomodarlos. Cada
año tratamos de construir al menos una o más aulas en varias comunidades.
También construimos parques infantiles, jardines comunitarios, proyecto de costura y tejido, Evangelismo y la proyección de la película de
Jesús (en el idioma Tswana) usando una sábana como pantalla y un generador para encender el proyector.
Participamos como mediadores en las conversaciones de reconciliación de la verdad después de que Mandela asumiera la presidencia.
Ministramos a la gente de los campos de refugiados en Sudáfrica al otro lado de la frontera con Mozambique durante su guerra civil. En esos
lugares ayudamos en misiones médicas y capacitamos a misioneros indígenas en misiones prácticas de alcance a los refugiados.
Una comunidad recibió más cajas de zapatos de OPERACIÓN NIÑO DE LA NAVIDAD de las que necesitaba distribuir ellos. Yo estaba
en ese pueblo con otro proyecto comunitario. Pregunté si podía llevar las cajas de regalo adicionales a Makouspan, donde vivía, para los niños
allí. Fue una gran bendición distribuir más de doscientas cajas a los niños de la comunidad en la que residía. ¡Los rostros de los niños brillaron
de alegría cuando recibieron estas cajas!
Recibimos biblias, ropa, calendarios de las Escrituras y cajas de materiales educativos de personas del Reino Unido, el Caribe, Estados Unidos
y Sudáfrica. Todo nuestro ministerio fue apoyado con regalos de amor de personas de todo el mundo que se enteraron de nuestro trabajo
misionero. Recibimos cartas de personas agnósticas, ateas e incluso de otras expresiones religiosas que habían oído hablar de nuestro trabajo y
querían apoyar los aspectos seculares de nuestros alcances.
En los últimos años de ministerio misionero después de salir de Sudáfrica, ministramos en Jamaica, las Indias Occidentales con la Iglesia
Metodista del Caribe y las Américas y establecimos el Seminario Internacional allí y en Gran Caimán, también en las Indias Occidentales
Británicas. Regresamos a los EE. UU. En 1999 debido a problemas de salud que tenía mi esposo y que no se podían resolver en Jamaica.
En mis años de ministerio misionero, viajé regularmente en bote, a pie, en carreta de burros, a caballo, en un vehículo todoterreno, en avión e,
¡incluso en un helicóptero!
Dios siempre ha viajado con nosotros, delante y detrás de nosotros en nuestro trabajo misionero. La aventura de ser obediente al llamado de
Dios en la vida de uno es verdaderamente una transformación de vida. Es una aventura que yo no cambiaría por nada en este mundo. Yo les
animo a todos los que leen esta entrevista a que escuchen la voz de Dios en su vida ... ¡y den ese paso hacia Sus aventuras!
¡Mi aventura continúa aquí en Port Saint Lucie!
¿Te unirás a mí y al Equipo de Misiones de la Iglesia FUMC de P. S. L. mientras continuamos respondiendo al llamado de Dios en nuestras
vidas?
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Thanksgiving Day after Day
by Barbara Rainey

He who offers a sacrifice of
thanksgiving honors Me.
Psalm 50:23
One thing is crystal clear from this
biblical account: God is obviously not
pleased with grumbling, ungrateful
hearts. And we should not tolerate
grumbling either—in ourselves or in
our children.
Being grateful is a choice that we
readily and ritually express on
Thanksgiving Day. But what do we do
on other days of the year when the
mood is less festive or the
atmosphere is more ordinary?
I like the contented way the Pilgrims
approached life. They did not allow
their feelings or circumstances to
determine whether or not they
would exercise gratitude and
thanksgiving. They believed that God
was in control—"providence," they
called it. Following this belief to its
logical conclusion, they responded to
challenges with a perspective that
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said, "God has allowed this for our
good." They chose to believe—rightly
so—that their dependence on a holy,
faithful God was well placed and that
even though much was against them,
there was always much more for
which to be grateful.
Developing a heart of gratitude is
essential to growing a stronger faith.
As John Piper stated in his book A
Godward Life, "If we do not believe
that we are deeply dependent on
God for all we have or hope to have,
the very spring of gratitude and faith
runs dry."
Make the choice today to take your
eyes off yourself and your
circumstances, gratefully
acknowledging who God is and what
He is doing. Deny yourself the right to
complain, embracing instead the
deep-seated joy of thanksgiving . . .
in all things.
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Cooking time!
Turkey muffins!
Yum! Yum! Yum!
What you need:

Pumpkin muffins
Red apple
Green apple
Sliver of carrot
Green grape
Squeezable icing -- eyes
From each apple, cut a slice from the side of the
apple. Set flat and cut squared-off, tapered feathers.
Cut a small beak from a thin slice of carrot. Make a
slit in the end of a green grape and dab off excess
moisture. Insert beak into grape. Poke small ends of
feathers into muffin and set head on muffin, resting
on the muffin paper. Once assembled, add tiny dot
eyes with icing.

A Thanksgiving Day Prayer
for Families
Dear God,
I’m thankful for all that You give,
For food, for love, and a place to
live.
I thank you for my family too.
And I want you to know
that I love You!
Amen
www.rachelwojo.com
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Parents
Teaching your child how to pray
Before we go to eat the biggest meal of the
year, Thanksgiving, most families in
America will bless the food. However, it is
important that we teach our children to
pray all day, every day and not just on a
holiday. Teaching children to pray is just
like teaching them any other new skill.
They need to see through example and
through our out loud and visible praying as
parents. Here are a few tips on how to
teach your child to pray:
-Close your eyes. This is simply a sign of
reverence.
-Fold your hands. This will help children
stay focused.
-Or hold hands with family members.
Doing this signifies unity and love for
family.
-Keep prayer reminders on the fridge. This
keeps prayers a priority.
-Keep a prayer journal to see answered
prayers.
-Try to pray at the same time to make it
part of your daily routine.
http://rachelwojo.com/
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