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My Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Welcome to February! I don’t know about you but I am shocked
we are already heading into February. I mean, what happened to
January? What happened to December? Did we celebrate
Christmas?
As time zooms by and I get older minute by minute I find that I
too often get caught up in the moment and forget what is most important. I made
a pledge to myself that I would not forget Christmas this year and I can just
barely remember it. I am ashamed.
So, as we enter into February, another month removed from the glories of
Christmas, perhaps it is the perfect time to remember Christmas with this poem
by Florida’s own Howard Thurman who was born in Daytona. This poem never
ceases to remind me of Christmas and spur me on to not only keeping Christmas
alive in my heart and mind but also my hands as well with the work of Christmas.
The Work of Christmas
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among others,
To make music in the heart.
Howard Thurman
As I read and write my way through Acts I have been reminded of a great way to
keep the work of Christmas alive in our hearts – by taking Jesus with us wherever
we go. Of course, as followers of Christ he is always with us but may we make
ourselves intentionally aware of His presence with us as we rub elbows with the
world around us keeping the work of Christmas ever prominent, ever real in our
lives and in those around us. Amen? Amen!
In the Amazing Love of Jesus Christ,

Brian

260 SW Prima Vista Blvd.
Port St. Lucie, FL 34983
Volume 63 No. 2
February 2022

Church Staff
Senior Pastor
Rev. Brian Carr
bacarro072890@att.net

Associate Pastor
Dr. Rad Orlandi
rorlandi@aol.com

Assistant Pastor
Nena Bonilla
nenab1928@gmail.com
Church Administrator
Gladys Dolan
gladys@pslfumc.com

Administrative Assistant
Stephanie Welch
secretary@pslfumc.com

Director of Student
Ministries
Pam Szymczyk
pszymczyk64@gmail.com

Children’s Director
Holley Lane
holleylane53@gmail.com

Music Ministry
Debbie Mock
debbiemock@gmail.com
Yvonne Keller
oasisbandfumc@gmail.com
Ianeliz Reguero
ianelizr@gmail.com

Our Vision & Mission
“Shining the Light
of God’s Love”
Through:
Inspiring Worship
Personal Growth
Intentional Outreach
Church Webpage
www.pslfumc.com

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 8:30a –4:30p
Friday 8:30a-12p

Sunday Morning Worship

8:00a Traditional Worship
9:30a Contemporary Worship
11:00a Traditional Worship
11:30a Spanish Worship
Worship with us online at
Facebook Live
9:30a, 11:00a & 11:30a

We have decided to change youth for 2022. We are looking to keep it relevant and to have some
fun. The first and last Sunday will be normal youth in the youth room 6-7:30 pm. The 2nd Sunday
we will be planning some fun activity they can invite friends to join us and see youth can be fun.
The 3rd Sunday we will be venturing out into the community to do
community service projects. If you
have a small odd job at your home or
in your yard that you need help,
please contact Pam by calling the
office and leaving a message. I will
contact you and we will discuss if
your need is something the group can
do. Keep in mind there are only 8 of
us currently.

We feel God is calling us outside our 4 walls.
We are entering into a new season for us all, our kids are dealing with stress and anxiety at a level
they never have had to before. There are so many resources at the end of your finger. The internet
can be a scary place or a place full of knowledge. You choose. But your kids need you and you
need to understand where they are and where they are headed.
5 Ways to Help Your Kids Transition into Teens
1.Get to know your child’s teachers and school schedule.
2.Familiarize yourself with the world of social media.
3.Prepare your teen for peer pressure.
4.Teach coping mechanisms to keep stress and anxiety at bay.
5.Remember your teenage mistakes and offer your teen grace
because of it.
If you would like to read the full article you can find it at
5 Ways to Help Your Kids Transition into Teens - Christian Parenting (crosswalk.com)
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Our Love & Prayers Go Out To
Our Friends Residing at Care Centers
Please pray for our
Service Personnel:
Lawrence Bach
Hugh Ballard
Kaitlyn Neeley Barber
“Wit” Darvill
Kevin Dugan
Michael Dugan
Ethan Fink
Douglas T. Gifford
Ezra Gordon
Torey Griffith
Anthony Hope
Thomas Kitson
Anthony LoPrinzi
Zacchary T. McClure
Jeremiah Megerle
Johnna Moody
Judi Moody
Carole Moody
Rob Preston Jr.
Zachary Rishko
Sean H. Simpson
Please call the church office if someone
you know should be added to the Service
Personnel list or is no longer on active
duty.

Watercrest SLW, 279 NW California Blvd, Port St Lucie, FL
34986 Ruth Cooke Room 201
Paradise Care Cottage, 2277 Lennard Rd, Port St Lucie, FL 34952
Pete Norrie Room 14
The Palms Nursing and Rehab at Port St Lucie (Oasis) - 1655 SE
Walton Rd, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
Bonnie Ryder
PSL Restorative Care, 7300 Oleander Ave, Port St Lucie, FL 34952
Dorothy Russ Room 16
Meridian at Lantana, 3061 Donnelly Drive, Lantana, FL 33462
Shirley Reeder Room C114
Harbor Place, 3700 SE Jennings Rd, Port St Lucie, FL 34952
Helen Lein
Wickshire, 9825 S US Hwy 1, Port St Lucie, FL 34952
Dottie Bond Room 105
Brennity At Tradition, 10823 SW Stony Creek Way, Port St
Lucie, FL 34987
Peggy Silletto Apt 1762

Our Friends Residing at Home

Heinz Altenburger
64 Camino Del Rio, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
Desmond Brice
401 SE Starflower Ave, Port St Lucie, FL 34983
Althia Griffith
2034 SE Ellington Terrace, Port St Lucie, FL 34952
Diane Jenks
2974 SW Bright St., Port St Lucie, FL 34953
Doris Rebert
418 SE Verada Ave., Port St. Lucie, FL 34983
Evelyn Reis
The Pointe, 2750 SE Ocean Blvd, Apt S306, Stuart, FL 34996

If you are aware of an
illness, hospitalization, or
death in the family of one of
our members please notify
the church office. This will
help us better serve you. We
would rather receive several
phone calls than none at all.
Please do not assume that we
already know.

Have you moved?
Have you changed your email
address or phone number?
Do you use only your cell?
Does your church know?
Please call the church office
to update your records or
email Stephanie at
secretary@pslfumc.com

If you would like to receive our
monthly newsletter “The Beacon” in
your email box and receive our daily
e-prayers and daily devotions, just
send an email to
secretary@pslfumc.com and we’ll
add you to the list!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Knit & Crochet
Every Monday at 1 pm

ALL ARE WELCOME!!

We teach beginners teenagers and older. We share patterns, yarn
and stories. We will help you with knit /crochet problems.

We meet every Thursday
9 am - noon
Room 101 of the BLC.

Come join us!
For more information call
Ruth Ann Albert at (772) 878-1703

PLEASE JOIN US!

For further information, contact
Carolyn Hamel at (772) 204-8971

Virtual
Fearless Caregiver Conference
Palm Beach-Treasure Coast
February 24, 1– am—1 pm

Oval Gold Magnetic
Name Tags

We will be placing an order
for name tags on February
17th. The cost of the magnetic
name tag is $8.00. Please call
the church office if you would
like to order one.

Bring your questions to the experts
Get family members to help
Balance work, family & caregiving
Convince Dad to stop driving
Legally protect your loved ones
Get support when you want it
Persuade Mom to listen
Attendees may register online at caregiver.com or
call Cathy Byrd at 954-362-8126.

The Music Note
Happy 2022!
I have had several questions as to what is going on with the choir.
So, I thought I’d just take a minute and address them all. The choir
is singing on Sunday mornings. We do not have a scheduled
rehearsal date each week. We meet 45 minutes before the Sunday
service begins and rehearse for that morning as well as a few songs
for the future. If you feel comfortable to come and sing with us,
please do!
Plans have been made for the community choir sing- a- long. The
festivities will be held on February 27th @ 3:00pm at Trinity
Methodist Church in Jensen Beach. FUMC has 19 choir singers
possibly attending and singing at this exciting event. This year the
highlighted composer will be Joe Martin. All of the songs
performed, will be from his collection of literature. Feel free to
contact Trinity directly for more information.
I would also like to extend a special thank you to Sterling Carr for
her outstanding efforts in preparing the power points for every
Sunday traditional services. She has several members under her
guidance who also run the screen for each service. We couldn’t do
it without YOU! Thank you!
Thank you to Gunny Hundertmark for all of his outstanding work
with the Facebook live portion of the service. A service that is most
appreciated by many in our congregation.
Doesn’t cost anything to keep a song in your heart, keep singing!
Stay Healthy! Debbie Mock

Open Tuesdays 10 am—Noon

United Methodist Women
Unit Meeting

“By the Roadside,
Traveling with God in
Mission”

Guest Speaker – Deborah
Galtere

Wednesday, February 16th 2022
Brown Bag Luncheon @12 PM
Program @12:30 PM
Beacon Life Center

Rev. Deborah Galtere served as
missioner, pastor, educator, and chaplain
during her 35 years of ministry - serving
three Methodist Conferences. Highlights
of her ministry include travel by foot,
horse, donkey-cart, boat, airplane, truck
and car to reach the congregations in
which she lived and served – the Cayman
Islands and Jamaica; South Africa and
Botswana; the U.S.A. Pastor to rural
Batswana, Basara and Zulu communities
in Word and Sacrament, her crosscultural ministry established 41 mini
libraries, 13 early learning centers, 1
church, school classrooms, playgrounds,
community gardens and mediator in the
Truth and Reconciliation meetings in her
circuits. She ministered in refugee camps
during the Mozambique civil war,
helping in medical missions and in
training indigenous missioners to
minister to the refugees.

NORTHPORT NEWS
Our neighborhood partner school, the Northport K-8
School, is going full steam ahead for the spring semester!
On January 3 we delivered "Methodist Munchies" to the
teachers at Northport during their workday before students returned on January
4. They were delighted with our gift and send you lots of love! And the Holy
Spirit delivered even more: Pam Sheerin, one of our members, was at a nearby
Staples office supply store and mentioned our school partnership; lo and behold,
the store manager turned around and gave her 42 "teacher care boxes" with pens,
pencils, highlighters, and other assorted classroom supplies! God provides!
The school has embarked on an after school tutoring program beginning Jan
25. The goal is to catch up students who have lagged behind in the midst of
limitations related to the pandemic.
The Kindness Challenge kicked off the week of Jan 17, where students learn
and share about respect and kindness to each other. Additionally, from Jan 24-28
the school will celebrate Literacy Week, emphasizing the joy of reading. In
addition to fun reading activities, students will get to dress up as story characters
and decorate their classroom doors, among other things.
Speaking of literacy, our book drive continues! We have just over 1,600 books,
with a goal of collecting 3,000 by April. Please bring your donations of clean, gently used (or new) childappropriate books to the church office. They will be distributed in May so that the children will have their very
own books to read, share, and talk about over the summer.
Thank you for supporting Northport with your gifts and prayers!

ATTENDANCE FORMS
We appreciate your help in
keeping our attendance and
membership records up to date.
Please fill out an attendance form
each and every Sunday and turn it
in to an usher or place in the
baskets provided. It is not
necessary to fill out every line of
the form, just your name and any
information that has changed.
THANKS FOR YOUR HELP

The calendar for 2022 flower dedications is posted
in the Narthex. There are a large number of Sundays
available throughout the year to honor the memory or
celebrate the special days of your loved ones with a
flower dedication. Altar flowers may be purchased
by signing up on the calendar or calling the church
office. The cost is $30.00.
Flowers are available for the following Sundays: March 6, 13, 20
& 27; April 3, 17 & 24; and most of May - December.

FOUR CHAPLAINS SERVICE
Sunday, February 6th ~ 3 pm
Hosted by St. Lucie Catholic Church

A service remembering The Four Chaplains, also sometimes referred to as the "Immortal Chaplains" or the "Dorchester Chaplains", who were four United States Army chaplains who gave
their lives to save other civilian and military personnel as the
troop ship SS Dorchester sank on February 3, 1943, during
World War II.

December and January presented some
challenges in getting Christmas funds to our
two Missions in Cuba.
After much ado we were able to send our sister church in Cabezo a love offering of
$1000.00 for much needed food items and to help make their Christmas a bit brighter.
The same amount was allotted to New Dawn Ministries. Sadly, their funds were
unable to be sent timely due to International Administrative criteria. We are hopeful
this will be rectified quickly and the funds received long before the Beacons next
issue.
The pictures below show New Dawn‘s congregation at their annual Christmas Eve
Worship Service.
Clearly neither physical handicaps, Covid, nor financial hardship keeps these gentle souls from raising their
voices in song and praise to our Awesome God.
Wishing our missions in Cuba a Happy, Healthy, and Blessed New Year.
Sandra McClure

February 7th ~ 12 pm
Room 105, Beacon Life Center
Bring your own lunch or snack!
Anyone who has lost a loved one is
invited to join us. We meet on the 1st
Monday of each month.
For more information, call
Shirley Baker at (321) 543-9450.

Clothing pantry for the needy.
We serve the people that visit
the Food Pantry with clothing
donations. You can help by
donating your unwanted or
outgrown gently used clothing.
We are open every Tuesday
10am-12pm.
Current needs:
Girls & boys clothes,
newborn to 14

Record of Our Faithful Attendance
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Budget

$80,000.00

$78,148.

$78,000.00

$77,000.00

$76,189.61.

$76,000.00

$75,000.00
$74,000.00

Year to Date Needed

Centennial Circle
2nd Monday – 12:30 PM
Leader: Shirley Miller (772) 468-0608
~~~

Lydia Circle
4th Tuesday – 1:00 PM
Leader: Laura Stransky (772) 785-9153
~~~

Marta Circle
2nd Monday – 7:00 PM
Leader: Nydia Aponte (407) 375-1509
~~~

Priscilla Circle
2nd Thursday – 1:00 PM
Leader: Beverly Roselli (772) 336-7023

Follow us on Facebook

Financial Update - In the month of January we
received $76,189.61 toward our monthly need of
$78,148. Your financial dedication is appreciated.

$79,000.00

United Methodist
Women’s Circles

Year to Date Received

Online/Mobile Giving

You can make your donations on line. Go to our website
at www.pslfumc.com and click on the easyTithe link or
you can go to the app store and download easyTithe.
https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/fumcpsl

First United Methodist
Church of PSL
United Methodist Women

The Mission Team received an invitation to
share this opportunity to watch this great
movie! Please register and put the day and
time in your calendar so you don't forget!

SERMON BY PHONE

You can listen to the
Sunday Sermon by calling
1-772-202-5818 (must use
1 and area code).

Registration is now available to watch Sabina:
Tortured for Christ, the Nazi Years on demand
March 4–6, 2022.
Register at:
https://www.sabinamovie.com/?_source_code=EM22A2A
Sabina: Tortured for Christ, the Nazi Years is the story of how God’s
love transformed an ambitious, atheistic hedonist into one of the
greatest Christian women of the 20th century. The film opens with
Sabina Wurmbrand risking her life to show Christ’s love to three Nazi
soldiers. Why would a Christian from a Jewish background risk her life
to help members of the army that killed her entire family?
“Forgiveness has never looked more beautiful or powerful in film.”
–Daniel from Tennessee

Register today and you’ll receive access to watch
Sabina beginning at noon EST on March 4. Don’t
miss this opportunity to experience the amazing true
story of biblical love and forgiveness that has
inspired millions around the world.
Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness
and your gifts. I appreciate all your thoughts
and prayers. They mean so much to me. God
Bless all of you and best wishes for a Happy
New Year.
Mary Huffman

This year we reclaim donation of THE
INTERPRETER’S DICTIONARY OF
THE BIBLE. (Thank you, whoever
donated them). It is a good companion
our THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE set.
We have the first 11 of the 12 volume
set. If you happen to have an extra copy
of volume 12, we would love to have it
to complete our set. These sets are
REFERENCE ONLY.
I’m sad to say, we cannot accept
other donations at this time. Once I get
processed previous donations we will
have little or no shelf space left. I’ve
already weeded out the books in poor
condition or out of date.
One easy fix for this problem would
be for more people to use the library and
check out books. There would then be
more shelf space and we could receive
more books.
Our collection would grow and you
would gain enjoyment and knowledge at
the same time.
The library is open whenever the
Beacon Life Center is open and is self
serve. Please visit Room 106 soon!
Carole Williams
Church Librarian

Gideons International Testimony
What happens when we obey God & share His Word?

Sandy was born into a family that practiced witchcraft... they even had a guardian spirit to
protect them.
One thing their guardian spirit didn’t protect her from was her father. “During the night he
would come in my room and he would start chanting. And I felt demonic beings around
me.”
He also forced Sandy to use cocaine to control her. Finally at 17, she ran away. She was
addicted to drugs. Living on the streets and turned to prostitution to survive.
She married, & divorced twice and had a daughter... Over that time, the drugs, demon
spirits and her father still ruled her life.
She got custody of her daughter... One night, a demonic figure appeared... “He said, ‘it’s
time now to pass what your grandmother has taught you onto your child.’ I was terrified.”
Ready to do whatever it took to protect my daughter. “I thought my daughter would be
better off if I would just die and she would end up in foster care with another family, a
wholesome, healthy environment possibly.”
The next morning Sandy dropped her daughter off at day care. Her plan was to commit
suicide. “I laid the seat of my car back. And both my arms fell to the side and I felt in between my console and my seat a New Testament Gideon Bible. I don’t know where it
came from. I just turned to the back and there was a sinner’s prayer. I could relate to that.
And I thought, ‘God, I am a sinner. I have done so many bad things. I give my life to You.
Take control.’ And as I said that sinner’s prayer, I felt such a peace that came over me that
I’d never felt in my life. Through the sinner’s prayer, I recognized that Jesus was real. He
was real. And my eyes were opened. The blinders were taken off and I was able to see
Jesus for who He was in my life.”
My desire for drugs vanished and for once in my life I had hope.
You can hear her testimony online here: https://youtu.be/T1Oy8E-eG18
TESTIMONIO DE LOS GEDEONES INT.
Qué sucede cuando obedecemos a Dios y compartimos Su Palabra:
Sandy nació en una familia que practicaba la brujería... incluso tenían un
espíritu guardián para protegerlos.
Una cosa de la que su espíritu guardián no la protegió fue de su padre. “Durante la noche
entraba en mi habitación y empezaba a cantar encantos. Y sentí seres demoníacos a mi
alrededor”.
También obligó a Sandy a usar cocaína para controlarla. Finalmente a los 17, se escapó y
era adicta a las drogas. Vivió en la calle y recurre a la prostitución para sobrevivir.
Se casó, se divorció dos veces y tuvo una hija... Durante ese tiempo, las drogas, los espíritus demoníacos y su padre todavía gobernaban su vida.
Obtuvo la custodia de su hija... Una noche, apareció una figura demoníaca... "Dijo: 'Ya es
hora de pasarle a tu hija lo que tu abuela te ha enseñado'. Estaba aterrorizada".
Listo para hacer lo que sea necesario para proteger a mi hija. “Pensé que mi hija estaría
mejor si yo moría y ella terminaría en un hogar de acogida con otra familia, posiblemente
en un ambiente saludable”.
Sandy dejó a su hija en la guardería. Su plan era suicidarse. “Puse el asiento de mi auto
hacia atrás. Y ambos brazos cayeron a un lado y sentí entre mi consola y mi asiento una
Biblia de Gedeón del Nuevo Testamento. No sé de dónde vino. Simplemente volteé hacia
atrás del NT. y allí estaba la oración de un pecador. Podría relacionarme con eso, y pensé:
'Dios, soy una pecadora. He hecho tantas cosas malas. Te doy mi vida. Toma el control.’
Y mientras decía la oración del pecador, sentí una paz tal que me invadió que nunca había
sentido en mi vida. A través de la oración del pecador, reconocí que Jesús era real, Él era
real y mis ojos fueron abiertos. Se me quitaron las vendas y pude ver a Jesús por quién era
Él en mi vida”.
Mi deseo por las drogas se desvaneció y por primera vez en mi vida tuve esperanza.
Puedes escuchar su testimonio en línea aquí: https://youtu.be/T1Oy8E-eG18
Download the Gideon Bible App on your cell to share with others.
Other testimonies: http://blog.gideons.org/
Free for H.S. youth to share with others: https://thelifebook.com Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/thegideonsintl

♥Counters for your weekly
assistance.
♥The Men’s Prayer Group and
the Women’s Prayer Group who
pray for everyone for whom
prayers were requested and
prepare and mail out the prayer
cards.
♥The Visitation Team and Lay
Servants for making phone calls
to all of the church to keep in
touch, pray and take prayer
requests.
♥Diane & Bill Gagliardi for
coordinating the Food Pantry.
♥All of those helping in the food
pantry by shopping, stocking,
packing bags and distributing
food each Tuesday morning.
♥All of those helping in Hope’s
Corner sorting and organizing
the clothing donations and
disbursement.
♥Our church family volunteers
who keep the landscape and
memorial garden weed free &
beautiful.
♥All of those that have spent
countless hours keeping our
Facebook Live Services and
daily messages running as
smoothly as possible.
♥Jenette Robarge, Shirley
Miller, Marlis Spear, Ginny
Young, and Marilyn Benda for
helping in the church office on a
weekly basis.
♥Chris Bogley, Karen McCall,
Carole Bowen, and Nancy
Morando for preparing the pews
each week.
♥All of our committee members,
Praise Teams, Tech Team,
Choir, Communion Prep Team,
Greeters & Ushers who work
hard all year long.
♥Carole Williams for taking
care of the church library.

Lent Begins on March 2nd

MISSIONS = GOD'S WORK THROUGH US.

MISIONES = DIOS OBRANDO A TRAVÉS DE NOSOTROS.

"Why You Should Go To The Mission Field," we will see what "type" of Christian we really are…

Part II: The Most Commonly Heard Excuses - well-meaning response to the question,
"Why don't you go into full time Christian service in a foreign country?

10) "Although in the past most countries freely allowed foreign missionaries to come, most people in other lands now resent them. Why
should I go where I'm not welcomed?"
Did you welcome the Gospel before you were saved? The Word says that we should save some, "snatching them out of the fire," (Jude
23) Some people just don't want to be saved! That's exactly why we need to go to them. The more unwelcome, the better. If they resent
Americans, then you have an opportunity to show them that Christian Americans can be humble with the love of Jesus in their hearts. For
the Word says, "He who is wise wins souls." (Proverbs 11:30)

<>< <>< <><
¿POR QUÉ DEBERÍAS IR AL CAMPO MISIONERO? KEITH GREEN
Parte II: Las excusas que más comúnmente oímos.
"¿Por qué no va a servir a tiempo completo en un país extranjero?

10) "Aunque en el pasado la mayoría de los países permitían libremente que vinieran misioneros extranjeros, la mayoría de la gente en
otras tierras ahora se resiente de ellos. ¿Por qué debo ir a donde no me dan la bienvenida?"
¿Recibiste el Evangelio antes de ser salvo? La Palabra dice que deberíamos salvar a algunos, "arrebatándolos del fuego" (Judas 23).
¡Algunas personas simplemente no quieren ser salvadas! Eso es exactamente por qué tenemos que ir a ellos. Cuanto más inoportuno,
mejor. Si se molestan con los estadounidenses, entonces tienes la oportunidad de mostrarles que los cristianos estadounidenses pueden ser
humildes con el amor de Jesús en sus corazones. Porque la Palabra dice: "El que es sabio gana almas". (Proverbios 11: 30)

<>< <>< <><
Missionary Sayings / Pensamiento misionero:

“The greatest missionary is the Bible in the mother tongue. It needs no furlough and is never considered a foreigner.”.
“El misionero más grande es la Biblia en la lengua materna. Nunca necesita descanso; y nunca la consideran foránea o extranjera.”

William Cameron Townsend 1896-1982 Perú & Mexico

<>< <>< <><
THE UNFINISHED TASK: Unreached people groups that need to hear
LA TAREA RESTANTE: Grupos No alcanzados.

THE UYGHURS IN CHINA

May suffering Uighurs experience God's comfort from re-education camps and destroyed homes.

Que los uigures que sufren experimenten el consuelo de Dios desde los campos de reeducación y los hogares destruidos.

<>< <>< <><
PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH: ORE POR LA IGLESIA PERSEGUIDA:

# 16 EGYPT
CHRISTIANS
= 16,250,000

Pray for an end to all false accusations and senseless attacks against Christians, and that there will be an urgency
in local police forces to seek justice for all wrongdoing.
Ore por el fin de las acusaciones falsas y ataques sin sentido contra los cristianos, y que haya una urgencia en las
fuerzas policiales locales para buscar justicia por todas las fechorías.

<>< <>< <><
FOR OUR MISSIONS WORLDWIDE / OREMOS POR LAS MISIONES
ALREDEDOR DEL MUNDO

The Rev. César Lodiha Akoka Born into a family of nine children with UM parents, is
currently working with 20 young people in Kinshasa and 37 Africa University students
through the Volunteers in Mission clubs he started. The groups work with orphans,
widows and other marginalized people in the community, offering various support during
COVID-19 and training on information and communications technology and other
subjects. His support for mission work came after he met Karen Distefano, United
Methodist Volunteers in Mission and Disaster Response director for the South Central
Jurisdiction, in a virtual mission Zoom meeting. “When we met with Rev. Akoka
recently by Zoom, we were all struck by his passion for mission and discipleship,” she
said. “Not only does he want to help marginalized people, he also wants to help make disciples of Jesus Christ by showing
youth and young adults how to live out the Gospel.”
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Food-Related Acts of Kindness

Random Acts of Kindness Week is February 14
– 20th. We are challenging you each to launch
the week of kindness by doing something really
special for your parents, your friends or your
community without being told.

Random Acts of Kindness for Kids
Environmentally-Friendly

These are perfect for those who want to help out the earth.
Whether it’s a random act of kindness idea for Mother
Earth herself or a family member, these will help create a
healthier environment.
Pick up litter.
Offer to mow your neighbor’s lawn.
Help Mom garden.
Buy reusable shopping bags for the person in front of
you.
Offer hand-me-downs to a younger sibling

In the Classroom

These ideas are perfect for a little one who wants to give
back at school.
Offer to help your teacher pass out papers.
Offer to read a book to the class.
Clean the classroom without being told to do so.
Talk to someone new at school.
Sit with someone who is sitting alone.

Local Community

Helping those in need is a great way to show appreciation
and love for what you have. Make this a family event and
choose a few to do all together.
Volunteer at a soup kitchen.
Help Mom deliver clothes to a local shelter.
Ask for donations instead of birthday or holiday gifts.
Donate food to the food pantry.
Help a mom with small children or load groceries into
her car.
Consider donating a gift or two of yours to a toy drive or
a local shelter.

If you love to cook or bake, these are great ways to show
compassion for others.
Bake cookies for the local fire station.
Give a treat to the bus driver.
Offer to make (or help to make) dinner for your parents.
Take a meal to your neighbor.
Bring fresh baked goods to the local church.

Acts of Patriotic Kindness

Random acts of kindness are especially important when
involving people who serve our country, and those who help
keep us safe. This is also an opportunity to get to know what it
takes to serve our country and practice gratitude.
When you see a police officer, thank him for being on duty.
Buy a lunch for a soldier you see at an airport.
Send a thank you letter to a service member through
Operation Gratitude.
Attend a Veterans Day parade.
Thank your mail carrier for their services.

Simple Acts of Kindness

These are simple, quick acts of kindness. They take less than a
minute to complete, and can make someone’s day. They can
be done any time, whenever you feel the need to make
someone feel better.
Smile at everyone.
Give someone a nice compliment.
Give your parents a hug.
Give a friend a high five.
Tell someone that they are important.
Focusing on kindness can improve your family as a whole and
teach you to have empathy and compassion for others.
Something as simple as giving someone a nice compliment can
turn their day around.
Reprinted from https://www.personalcreations.com/blog/random-acts-ofkindness-for-kids
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Heart Placemats
Can the Holy Spirit teach me?
But when he, the Spirit of the truth, comes, he will guide
you into all truth John 16:13
Do you have a favorite teacher? Why do you like this
teacher the best? Is it because he or she helps you learn
new things? Is it because he or she helps you understand
what is being taught? Good teachers make you think.
They make learning fun and interesting.
The Holy Spirit is your teacher, also. The Bible says,
" . . . the Holy Spirit . . . will teach you all things . . ."
(John 14:26)

The Bible is the textbook the Holy Spirit uses to teach
you. When you read God's Word, the Holy Spirit helps
you understand what is being said. He helps you learn
about God. He helps you to grow in your Christian life
and to please God.

Materials
White construction paper
Red tempera paint
Plastic bowls
Baking potatoes
A knife
Glue
Scissors
A photo
Have your mom help you slice a potato in half
and cut a heart shape into it for stamping.
Dip the potato in red pain and stamp heart
shapes on the construction paper. Cut your
photos into heart shapes and glue them to the
placemats.
Laminate the placemats for
durability or cover them with clear contact
paper.
Read John 13:34. God wants us to love each
other, just as he loves us. This placemat gift
is a way of telling someone that you love them.

Before you read God's Word, it is important to stop and
pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand what
you are about to read. When you are finished reading, ask
God to help you obey what you have just read. Don't be
upset if you do not understand everything that is written
in the Bible. Even adults do not understand everything.
But the Holy Spirit will teach you just what He wants you
to know right now.

Grass Head Guys

Materials needed:
2 tablespoons grass seed
Nylon stocking foot,
1 cup potting soil
Plastic yogurt container
Water
googly eyes

(Wonderzone Daily Devotions)

Super Sidewalk Paint
¼ cup cornstarch
¼ cup cold water
Food coloring and Paintbrush
In small bowl mix together the cornstarch and
cold water. Stir in several drops of food
coloring. Repeat for each color desired. Use a
paintbrush to make fun designs on the sidewalk
or driveway. (washes off with water)

(Family Fun Magazine)

This is great fun and easy too. Spoon the grass
seed into the stocking foot and put the potting
soil on top of the seed. Tie a knot in nylon
stocking leaving the excess fabric hanging. Fill a
yogurt container halfway with water and place the
stoking head on top with the nylon tail in the
water to serve as a wick. Attach googly eyes to
the head and draw on a mouth with a marker. You
can also decorate the yogurt container by taping
on cloth made from car stock or other materials.
Keep water in yogurt container half full. Watch
how quickly it grows. You might even have to give it
a haircut!

(Family Fun Magazine)
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Come explore membership at
First United Methodist Church

February 9th, 16th & 23rd
6:00 pm ~ Room 101
Beacon Life Center
Please sign up on the Attendance Forms on
Sunday or call the church office at 878-1155
to sign up for this class.

