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My Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

Welcome to April! I cannot believe we are already in April. So 
much has already happened this year yet I still feel like it is near 
Christmas! And yet time keeps on speeding by; all the more 
reason to make the most of each minute of each day. 
 

We find ourselves approaching the fifth Sunday in Lent and I 
am so thankful we survived our Ash Wednesday service opening 
this season of Lent which someone has appropriately said was 
literally ash Wednesday due to our raging fire in the crock pot! 
LORD have mercy!  
 

April is jam-packed with much activity, most of it related to Easter. On Saturday, April 
9th, our Witness Team will lead us in preparing free food across the street at a playoff 
game. This is a great opportunity for our church to get out in the community and share 
Christ through food, friendship, service and love. I look forward to seeing you there! 
On the next day, Sunday, April 10th we will celebrate Palm Sunday during worship and 
our children will be involved which always makes for an exciting, sweet time! I look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 

Holy Week activities continue on Maundy Thursday with Upper Room Encounters 
beginning at 7:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. Rad, Nena and I will be available throughout 
the day to meet with you one-on-one to celebrate Holy Communion together. You can 
find the sign-up sheets near our worship spaces on Sunday morning and in the office 
during the week. I look forward to seeing you there! 
 

We once again will host “The Messiah in the Passover” at 7:00 p.m. on Maundy 
Thursday in the Beacon Life Center. Come and hear our guest speaker from Chosen 
People Ministries lead us through the ancient remembrance of Passover to encounter the 
Messiah. I look forward to seeing you there! 
 

We will have two opportunities on Good Friday, April 15th to remember the sacrificial 
death of Jesus in rather dramatic ways. The first will be the Way of the Cross Walk on 
our Church Grounds beginning at 12:00 Noon in the Beacon Life Center. We will 
follow that up with our Tenebrae Service later that evening at 7:00 p.m. with the 
extinguishing of candles, stripping of the altar and a couple of new surprises. Readers 
are needed for both of these services, call the church office if you are interested. I look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 

We will have several opportunities to worship together and rejoice at the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ on Easter Morning. We will have our Sunrise Service, our two traditional 
services in English, our Oasis service in English and our Hispanic Worship Service in 
Spanish. It is going to be an amazing day! I look forward to seeing you there! 
 

In the Amazing Love of Jesus Christ, 
 

 

 

Brian 
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The youth chose as an outing to go to an escape 
room.  What a great choice!  I didn’t tell them before 
hand that I thought it was a great idea for team 
building.  (Never let them think they are going to 
learn something.  lol.) My group ate at McDonalds 
first then headed over to the escape room.  We were 
given the cabin.  Our mission was that we were 
stranded in the woods in a severe storm and needed 
to get to the cabin in the safe room.  The sounds that 
filled the air were exactly that, rain, hail, thunder, 
and lightning.  We even had ping pong balls shoot 
out of the ceiling to represent hail.  That scared us.  
lol…   We had a few that shinned in solving the clues 

that got us into the cabin and then they all worked really well together to get us in the safe room.  
We were given 3 free clues, we only used one, and we had 19 minutes to spare.  They did an 
amazing job working together. 

 
The other event we chose was the movies, you 
might ask how is a movie spiritual.  Youth 
ministry is relational.  The relationships they 

make with each other and with the leaders and 
volunteers. I learn things about them when we 
are outside the four walls.  Like one girl loves 
the video game that was in the movie, another 

youth picked up and carried his friend up the 
stairs because he has a broken ankle.  Friendship 
is important to him.  Middle school girls and 
boys have one thing in common, they both 
giggle.  We are building relationships that will 

last. 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAY 

April 11th  

Cassandra Isaac 



El APOSENTO ALTO 
 

El primer domingo de marzo llevamos a cabo nuestro primer servicio en 
el edificio de alcance. Dios se movió poderosamente y continuará 
haciéndolo. No dudamos en ningún momento que el Señor vaya delante 
de nosotros.  
Adoramos, tuvimos un gran tiempo de compañerismo, y lo mejor de todo 
fue que Dios estuvo en medio de nosotros y lo seguirá estando. Gracias a 
todos los que nos visitaron y apoyaron. 
 
"Pero gracias a Dios, que en Cristo siempre nos lleva al triunfo, y que por 
medio de nosotros manifiesta en todo lugar la fragancia de su 
conocimiento." 2 Corintios 2:14  
 
On the first Sunday of March we held our first service in the Outreach 
building. God moved mightily and will continue to do so. We do not 
doubt at any time that the Lord our God is ahead of us. 
We worship, we had a great time of fellowship,  and the best part of it all 
was that God was in our midst and will continue to be. Thanks to 
everyone who visited and supported us.  



     
 

 

 

 
Holy Week Schedule 

 

Maundy Thursday 
  04/14     7:00 am–5:00 pm    Upper Room Encounters/Sanctuary 

  7:00 pm  Messiah in the Passover/Beacon Life Center 
 

Good Friday 
04/15 12:00 pm  Way of the Cross Walk/Church Grounds 

     7:00 pm   Tenebrae Service/Sanctuary 
   

Easter Sunday 
04/17 7:00 am  Sunrise Service/River Park Marina, Prima Vista  

8:00 am  Traditional Worship/Sanctuary 

9:30 am   Contemporary Worship/Beacon Life Center 

11:00 am   Traditional Worship/Sanctuary  

11:00 am   Hispanic Worship/Outreach Center 
 



 

FLOWER CROSS 
 

Plan to take your Easter pictures 
in front of our decorated cross!   

 
We hope to be decorating our 
Flower cross on the front lawn as a 
gift to our community and church 

again this year on Easter Sunday! This flower 
cross has become such a beautiful place for all 
to take their family Easter photographs.  Please 
bring palm fronds, greenery, orchids, 
dandelions, daisies, bougainvillea and all types 
of flowers to make the cross beautiful on 
Easter Sunday. It is a great way to bring Glory 
to God!  Thank you. 
 

Let’s keep this FUMC tradition going!!!! 

 
 
 

 
 

UPPER ROOM ENCOUNTERS 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 14th ~ 7:00  am - 5 pm 

Holy Scripture &Communion with our Pastors 
(in the Sanctuary) 

 

Brian will be available 7:00 am - 1 pm 
Nena will be available 11 am - 1 pm 
Rad will be available 1 pm - 5 pm 

 

You can come alone, with your spouse, your 
family, friends, neighbors or small  group 

participants. Call the church office to make an 
appointment. (Appointments will be made in 15 

minute increments). Sign up sheets will be 
available at the services on Sundays! 

Thursday, April 14th 
7:00 pm 

Beacon Life Center 



SERMON BY PHONE 
 

You can listen to the Sunday 
Sermon by calling 1-772-202-

5818 (must use 1 and area code).  

 

 
 
 

A clothing closet for 
those less fortunate. We 
are open every Tuesday 

from 10 am to Noon. 
 

Clothing donations 
being accepted! 

April 4th  
12 pm 

Room 105  
Beacon Life Center 

Bring your own 
lunch or snack! 

Anyone who has lost 
a loved one is invited 
to join us. We meet 

on the 1st Monday of 
each month. For 

more information, 
call Shirley Baker 

at  (321) 543-9450.   
 

ATTENDANCE FORMS 
 

We appreciate your help in keeping our 
attendance and membership records up to 
date. Please fill out an attendance form each 
and every Sunday and turn it in to an usher 
or place in the baskets provided. It is not 
necessary to fill out every line of the form, 
just your name and any information that has 
changed.  

 

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP 

                       
 
 

 
 

PRAYER SHAWL 
MINISTRY 

             Knit & Crochet 
Every Monday at 1 pm   

ALL  ARE WELCOME!! 
We teach beginners— 

teenagers and older. We share 
patterns, yarn and stories. We 
will help you with any knit /

crochet problems.  

Come join us! 
For more information call  

Ruth Ann Albert   
(772) 878-1703 

 
 
 
 

 
We meet every Thursday  

9 am - noon  
Room 101 of the BLC.  

PLEASE JOIN 
US! 

For more information call   
Carolyn Hamel  
(772) 204-8971 

 
 
 
 

We are thrilled to share the Bloomin' 4 Good Program, an 
innovative program from Winn-Dixie that works to fight 
hunger in our local communities. In this program, every 
$12.99 Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet sold sends a $1 donation 
to a hunger organization local to the store in which it was 
purchased.  

 

For the month of April 2022, First UMC of Port 
St. Lucie Food Pantry has been selected to 
receive a $1 donation for every $12.99 
Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet with the red circle 

sticker (pictured below) sold at the store located at 
Winn-Dixie 1105 Northeast Jensen Beach Boulevard, 
Jensen Beach FL. 

 

We will be cooking and 
serving hamburgers and 
hotdogs for the people at the 
playoff  games at Sportsman's 
Park on April 9th from 9 am - 
2 pm.  We will need 
volunteers to help… If you 
are interested in this great 

opportunity to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus, 
call Janet Pederson at 
(772) 370-0183. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Counters for your weekly assistance. 

The Men’s Prayer Group and the 

Women’s Prayer Group who pray for 

everyone for whom prayers were 

requested and prepare and mail out 

the prayer cards.  

The Visitation Team and Lay 

Servants for making phone calls to all 

of the church to keep in touch, pray 

and take prayer requests.  

Diane & Bill Gagliardi for 

coordinating the Food Pantry. 

All of those helping in the food 

pantry by shopping, stocking, packing 

bags and distributing food each 

Tuesday morning. 

All of those helping in Hope’s 

Corner sorting and organizing the 

clothing donations and disbursement. 

Our church family volunteers who 

keep the landscape and memorial 

garden weed free & beautiful. 

All of those that have spent 

countless hours keeping our 

Facebook Live Services and daily 

messages running as smoothly as 

possible.  

Jenette Robarge, Shirley Miller, 

Marlis Spear,  Ginny Young, and 

Marilyn Benda for helping in the 

church office on a weekly basis.  

Chris Bogley, Karen McCall, Carole 

Bowen, and Nancy Morando for 

preparing the pews each week. 

All of our committee members, 

Praise Teams, Tech Team, Choir, 

Communion Prep Team, Greeters & 

Ushers who work hard all year long. 

Carole Williams for taking care of 

the church library.  

To our Witness Team and other 

volunteers that pitched in to help in 

making our church picnic such a great 

success. 

 
This is a portion of a note 
received by one of our 
church members : 
 

...Mom told me that you have put me on your church prayer list. 
Thank you so much. I know it is helping me each day. I feel the 
love and strength of faith each day and it is so wonderful to know 
so many prayers of love are sent for me...I am not alone. This is a 
blessing….. 

 

Please join the Visitation Team  
in wishing a  

Happy Birthday 
by sending a card to: 

 

Desmond Brice 4/20  
             401 SE Starflower Ave, Port St Lucie, FL 34983 

 

             Doris Rebert  4/23  101 YRS OLD!!! 
             418 SE Verada Ave., Port St. Lucie, FL 34983 

THANK YOU   
We served 194 families in St Lucie County, and 

Hope’s Corner served 73 families in the month of 
February.  We would like to thank the congrega-
tion for all your generous donations!  We could 
not do it all without your help! Please continue 

to bring your donations of non-perishable 
food for our weekly distribution every Tuesday from 10 am - 

noon. 
Special needs this month:  

cereal, beans, rice, pasta, pasta sauce 
                                                     

                                              Blessings to all, The Food Pantry 

This is a portion of a note received from the Florida 
United Methodist Children’s Home: 
 
We greatly appreciate your congregation’s recent 
gift of 300 painted rocks and miscellaneous items 

and jewelry. Your generosity is making an impact in the lives of our children.   

The Feeding Ministry is looking for 
KITCHEN HELP! 

We meet on the first and third Thursday of 
the month from noon to 3 pm. If you are 
interested, please email Stephan Lambert           

stephanlambert674@gmail.com.  

mailto:stephanlambert674@gmail.com


            

                            NORTHPORT NEWS 
 
 

This month saw church members pitch in at our partner 
school, the Northport K-8 School, for "Read Across America 
Day." On March 2nd, twelve of us from FUMC joined police 
officers and local military personnel to read stories and 
engage with our young 
listeners. It was a fun time 
for all! 
 

On March 21 many of you 
supplied delicious goodies 
for the teachers at the school 
on their workday following 
spring break. They were very 
appreciative of love in the 
form of food! 

 
We have passed the 2,300 mark in books collected for the children's summer 
reading. We expect to reach our target of 3,000 books in time for distribution at 
the end of the school year. We gladly accept child-appropriate books for this 
project that impacts literacy and brightens futures. Thank you for your support 
of our local school! 



 This month I want to tell you about the 
church library’s CHRISTIAN LIVING 
SECTION which is color coded dark 
green.  These books help a Christian with 
every day living.   Some of the authors 
are: Kay Arthur, Tony Campolo, Charles 

Colson, Billy Graham, Bill Hybels, T.D. Jakes, David 
Jeremiah, Max Lucado, Joyce Meyer, Norman Vincent Peale, 
Charles Stanley, Charles & Lucy Swindon, Sheila Walsh, 
Philip Yancey and many more.  Please stop by Room 106 and 
check out a few books.  We have many that can speak to you 
in whatever your situation. 
 
Carole Williams, Church Librarian  

 
 
 

 
 

The Visitation Team is a group of 
individuals from our church who serve God 
through visitations to homebound members 
of our church, individuals related to 
members of our church or friends of 
members of our church.  At present we have 
a list of 12 individuals who need visits.  
 

"In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven."  Matthew 5:16 
 

If you feel called to serve God through this 
ministry, please contact Rita Etherington 
(772) 678-1449 or  
e-mail ritaetherington@comcast.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 

     As many of you know, the First United Methodist 

Church of PSL has a beautiful memorial garden just 

outside the doors of the sanctuary for memorializing 

our loved ones. 

     Throughout the years, we have been asked about 

having something for our pets.  So, we are pleased 

to announce that we have expanded an area of our 

garden to accept pet memorials. It will be located 

inside the garden, on the left side, in the rear. 

     In an effort to continue recognizing your loved 

ones and/or your pet and maintain the garden to 

cover the cost of maintenance, supplies and plaques, 

etc., we have modified our donations to add the 

following services: 

*  Ashes placed In memory of loved ones, with a 

plaque recognizing them - $150.00 

* Ashes placed In memory of your pet with a plaque 

recognizing them - $50.00 

      If you would like to more information, please 

contact our church office at 878-1155.  

 
The We Care We Connect FUMC Phone 
Call Ministry is in need of volunteers to 
make phone calls to our church 
members on a monthly basis.  Each 
volunteer is assigned one page from our 

directory (approx. 22 names).  Calls can be made in 
a matter of hours on one day that the volunteer 
chooses according to their time and availability.  It 
is important that we reach out to our church family 
for them to feel connected.  
 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms.  - 1 Peter 4:10 
 

WE CARE and we want our church family to know 
that we do.  Please contact Rita Etherington, at 772
-678-1449 for more information.  



Budget 
Financial Update - In the month of March we 
received $66,379.57 toward our monthly need of 
$78,148.  Your financial dedication is appreciated.  

 

Record of Our Faithful Attendance 
        

   

We have a new name! 
The United Methodist Women is now . . . 

        

 
 
 
 
 

 
Same Members, Same Circles,  

the only thing that changed is our name. 

 
UW in Faith Unit Meeting  

April 20th  
Rm 101, BLC 

Climate Change & Climate Justice in  
St Lucie County 

12 PM Brown Bag Luncheon 

12:30 PM Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United Women In Faith Circles 
 
 

Centennial Circle  
2nd Monday – 12:30 PM  
Leader: Shirley Miller (772) 468-0608 
Lydia Circle  
4th Tuesday – 1:00 PM  
Leader:  Laura Stransky (772) 785-9153 
Marta Circle  
2nd Monday – 7:00 PM  
Leader: Nydia Aponte (407) 375-1509 
Priscilla Circle  
2nd Thursday – 1:00 PM  
Leader: Beverly Roselli (772) 336-7023 

 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on  Facebook 
   First United Methodist Church of PSL  

 United Methodist Women 

 
03/06 03/13 03/20 03/27 

8:00 am 102 88 104 86 

9:30 am 99 88 114 88 

11:00 am 126 109 106 127 

11:00 am 
(Hispanic) 

53 34 43 41 

Sunday  
School 

73 66 67 77 

$200,000.00

$210,000.00

$220,000.00

$230,000.00

$240,000.00

$250,000.00

Year to Date Needed Year to Date Received

$232,276. $234,444. 



 
 

 
 

 
Have you moved?  

Have you changed your email  
address or phone number?   
Do you use only your cell? 
Does your church know? 

Please call the church office 
to update your records or  

email Stephanie at 
secretary@pslfumc.com  

 
 
 

 
 

Please pray for our  
Service Personnel: 
Lawrence Bach 
Hugh Ballard 
Kaitlyn Neeley Barber 
“Wit” Darvill 
Kevin Dugan 
Michael Dugan 
Ethan Fink 
Douglas T. Gifford 
Ezra Gordon 
Torey Griffith 
Anthony Hope 
Thomas Kitson 
Anthony LoPrinzi 
Zacchary T. McClure 
Jeremiah Megerle 
Johnna Moody 
Judi Moody 
Carole Moody 
Rob Preston Jr. 
Zachary Rishko 
Sean H. Simpson 

 

Please call the church office if someone 
you know should be added to the Service 
Personnel list or is no longer on active 
duty. 

 

Our Love & Prayers Go Out To  
         Our Friends Residing at Care Centers  

 
    

Watercrest SLW, 279 NW California Blvd, Port St Lucie, FL 
34986  Ruth Cooke Room 201 
 

Paradise Care Cottage, 2277 Lennard Rd, Port St Lucie,  FL 34952 
Pete Norrie  Room 14 
 

The Palms Nursing and Rehab at Port St Lucie  (Oasis) - 1655 SE 
Walton Rd, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952  
Bonnie Ryder 
 

PSL Restorative Care, 7300 Oleander Ave, Port St Lucie, FL 34952 
Dorothy Russ     Room 16 
 

Meridian at Lantana, 3061 Donnelly Drive, Lantana, FL 33462  
Shirley Reeder   Room C114 
 

Wickshire, 9825 S US Hwy 1, Port St Lucie, FL 34952 
Dottie Bond    Room 148 
 
 

Our Friends Residing at Home     
 

Heinz Altenburger 
64 Camino Del Rio, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952  
 

Desmond Brice 
401 SE Starflower Ave, Port St. Lucie, FL 34983 
 

Althia Griffith 
2034 SE Ellington Terrace, Port St Lucie, FL 34952 
 

Diane Jenks 
2974 SW Bright St., Port St. Lucie,  FL 34953  
 

Doris Rebert 
418 SE Verada Ave., Port St. Lucie, FL 34983  
 

Evelyn Reis 
3709 Morning Dove Court, Port St. Lucie, FL  34952 

 

 
 

If you are aware of an 
illness, hospitalization, or 
death in the family of one 
of our members please 
notify the church office. 
This will help us better 
serve you. We would rather 
receive several phone calls 
than none at all. Please do 
not assume that we already 
know. 

 

 

 
If you would like to receive our 

monthly newsletter “The 
Beacon” in your email box and 
receive our daily e-prayers and 
daily  devotions, just send an 

email to 
secretary@pslfumc.com and 

we’ll add you to the list! 

    Online/Mobile 
Giving  

You can make 
your donations on line. 

Go to our website at 
www.pslfumc.com and 
click on the easyTithe 

link or you can go to the 
app store and download 

easyTithe.  
https://

app.easytithe.com/App/
Giving/fumcpsl  



MISSIONS = GOD'S WORK THROUGH US. 
"Why You Should Go To The Mission Field?" 

 
Interview with Pastor Brian Carr, Missionary to Mexico. 
 

From West Virginia to Mexico at 24 years of age.  
The Calling: I was lead to Christ by the Navigators who are very Scripture minded and missionary minded. I tried to learn 
French and later started to learn Spanish by watching a T.V. Program. I studied for 2 years in College but I did not know what I 
wanted to do, so during the five years that I was not thinking of going back to College I started memorizing Scripture & got 
really active in my church. The secretary gave me an application for a mission trip saying: “Brian I got this in the mail but I 
know no one else would be interested in this but you.“ When I got it, it was like electricity in my hands it was called the 
Caribbean Crescent. When I found out it was to go to Mexico I was a little disappointed because of all the negative things I had 
heard about Mexico. I applied but did not hear anything by the deadline so I thought I had been turned down. A few days later I 
got the reply saying I had been accepted.  
     There were a lot of well intended people that would tell me: “Be careful because if they don´t like you they will cut your ears 
off." I had to deal with a lot of that, but when we arrived in Mexico City I did a full circle view of the whole place and at that 
moment I realized that everything I've ever learned about Mexico was a lie. It wasn't much different than any other airport I've 
been in. Once I began to relate with the people I was just overtaken by Mexico and by the time we got done there I knew I was 
called to go back to Mexico. That is how I realized I had a call to Missions. I talked to the coordinator in Mexico and he told me 
that I might be somebody who could go back and stay for quite a while. I went back for a second summer in 1986 for two weeks, 
afterwards he told ¨I'm leaving in a year-and-a-half and I think you are the one who should  take my place¨,  at that point I made 
plans to quit my job and go back to college to learn Spanish. I talked to several pastors during 85-86 so I realize that I was called 
to missions and particularly in Mexico. I went back to college, Marshall University for two years and I got my Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Spanish, and then that summer which was 1988 I went back for three years to Mexico.  
How hard was it for you to say I'm going to quit my job, leave my family how were you able to leave it all? To be honest I 
knew it was a God thing so I left my job in order to go on to college full time. I knew that's what God wanted me to do.  
How hard was it for you to communicate with the people in Mexico when you were trying to share with them the Good 
News? For me it was all about building relationships with them I did not have any formal training in Spanish when I went to 
Mexico in 1985 so I bought a couple of tapes and began to learn Spanish that way. I drove people crazy. I remember saying: 
¿Donde está la estación del tren? Which means where is the train station? Now many years later I've never had to ask anyone 
that. When I made it to Mexico I knew about 10 phrases. Another member of the team and I were using our English to Spanish, 
Spanish to English dictionaries inevitably we always said the wrong thing, none the less we really connected with people because 
they knew that we were trying and our hearts shone through our feeble attempt to learn Spanish. Others came to us to help them 
speak and so on and so forth. I just dove right in even though I made a fool of myself over and over again, like I meant to ask a 
lady for her address and I asked her for her dress. She was so gracious and she just cracked up, now years later she became like 
family. I  found Mexicans to be awesome people and they were very patient and it thrilled them to see that someone was trying to 
learn their language. During those three years I actually majored in Spanish so I really focused on not just the language but the 
literature and the history. My roommate said you cannot even speak Spanish how are you going to graduate? When I went back 
to Mexico to live there, it was frustrating at first but then the education kicked in even though it took time. They would make me 
interpret and it was brutal and you can just see everybody laughing.   
     I was near the end of my term of service and my boss who was Mexican and spoke English well wanted me to interpret for 
him. I realized then that I've gone full circle and I interpreted from Spanish to English so it was easier for me. That's when I 
realized this is a great work God did in me. It takes patience when people laugh if you say the wrong thing because it just kind of 
breaks the ice and if you handle it with Grace,  it's beautiful.  
How did your family feel about you leaving? My family was not thrilled, they were excited about the little two week mission 
trips but then when they saw it went deeper than that they were not excited, but they didn't try to talk me out of it. Well-meaning 
friends would say things but my mom and dad and family were really excited. One  thing that did happen was that a US DEA 
agent was murdered in Guadalajara Mexico. My dad was going to call me immediately and tell me to come home after seeing the 
movie about the DEA agent but he didn't. I had a year left and I went home for a missions conference in North Carolina and my 
mom, dad, my niece, nephew and a friend took me back to the airport and when my flight was called they cried, that's when I 
really realized the price they were  paying for me to do this. It broke their hearts they really missed me. I was told that whenever 
I would leave, they cried the whole day because they didn't want to lose me, but they never tried to talk me out of it I think that's 
because they knew it was a God thing.  
How was cultural shock for you?  Probably the first day, I think Montezuma's Revenge is not necessarily because of what you 
eat nor what you drink but because everything's so different, you're assaulted with different colors, smells, sounds and the 
language barrier. I think that contributes to people getting sick. I myself never got sick the whole time down here. It was constant 
cultural shock. I'm from a little town of maybe 3,000 and I lived in Mexico City where the population was over 25 million so 
every single day there was something that would shock me. I just felt God´s presence there with me. Everywhere I've ever gone 
to, there have been people there who knew Jesus and I knew that they would lay their lives on the line for me.  
     One time I called a lady abuela and her daughter chewed me out because she said she's not an abuela she’s an Abuelita, she’s 
the sweet little grandmother. They were so good to help and correct me and that helped me through culture shock. To be honest, 
when we moved in 2003 from the Orlando area to Miami that’s where I ran into more culture shock, and Lorena  loved that. She 
said I knew you were going to get culture shock. I think it had a bigger effect on me moving to Miami then being in Mexico City.  
             Continued ->>>>>> 



In the mission field what was your biggest challenge once you settled?  After my first mission trip. I had what we call 
Holy discontent. I was completely content with my life the way it was, single living with my parents not even dating at the 
time. I had a good job, the moment I returned from Mexico I was no longer content and I've read about Holy discontent 
because God was calling me out on it. So when I went to Mexico my greatest challenge was loneliness. Most the time when 
I was in my apartment I was by myself and I was on the road a lot. By that time I was 27 and I was just lonely. What I did 
mainly was work with mission teams from the USA as a liaison between the host churches in Mexico for the several weeks 
they were there. I was like the center of attention because I was the guy that would interpret. I would even have people ask 
what kind of trees we were going by and I would have no idea. There was a lot of stress in those moments. You want to 
make sure everyone’s always safe and stuff always happens that you have to deal with, it was just too much sometimes for 
me.  
     The first year I was invited to a couple of missionary Thanksgiving dinners. The second year I actually made it back 
home for Thanksgiving. The third year I was working on Thanksgiving all by myself, I was already engaged to Loraine, I 
lived on the third floor she lived on the first floor, when I pulled into the apartment complex I smelled turkey. She and her 
mother cooked a Thanksgiving dinner for me. For the fourth of July I would eat tortillas with peanut butter and jelly. Once I 
travel on the 4th of July and when I got to the conference in Juno Alaska, that night the singers sang patriotic songs and I 
cried. I couldn't believe that I was back in my country. Those were really lonely times as well as Christmas. 
Did other missionary agencies help you with the work or was it just the denomination? My home church supported me 
with $650 a month for 3 years and it's not a big church back then it had 175 people. That church let me live my dream for 
three years. In Mexico, I walked in Methodist circles,  however I did meet people from other agencies. One of our medical 
caravans had Christian clowns that were from the US helping. I would run into people from other church denominations but 
mainly I walked in Methodist circles.  
Is there a certain age for a person to go to missions? It's risky but Lorena and I took our girls when they were little. Maya 
was three or four when we went. We also took some youth group with us and we heard the people at the airline counter 
talking about how stupid we were for taking kids to Mexico. I remember Maya was taking a nap on a table and rolled off the 
table and busted her chin, I thought it would scar her forever but it just added character. I've also worked with people in their 
80s and above. I don't think you can be too young or too old to join missions. 
What is it that keeps people from going to the mission field?   A lot of people won't even let themselves go there mentally 
because they think it's not possible but it is. When people found out about my desire to go they jumped right in and covered 
the trip. Some did a Brian Carr missions lunch, they sold soup and sandwiches and people were just incredibly generous and 
gracious. A lot of times people let money hold them back, but I've never met anybody who encountered that because God 
always provides. People are afraid.  I was certainly afraid. I saw a movie about some boys going to Tijuana and they 
portrayed the Mexicans as bad. I almost backed out but because I had such support I knew I couldn't back out. When I went 
to Mexico I was with family, I was at home. I always tell people, you know I've always felt at home but mainly in West 
Virginia and in Mexico. Those are some things to fear, and also fear of the unknown but if it is a God thing just trust God.  
What was the hardest thing for you to leave?   On my first mission trip I met Lorena but I never caught her name and later 
in the week I ran into her on a Sunday, and actually tripped and fell so I can say: I fell for her. I went back 3 years later I 
ended up meeting her soon after that, I had no clue that she was that same person. After my 3 years there I was newly 
married and when we left Mexico I actually took a lot of Mexico with me. Lorena and I certainly missed everyone. We 
move to a wealthy area in Central Florida and suffered a lot of culture shock then, especially ministering to the youth. It was 
very challenging for us but because we became so accustomed to the way things were in Mexico. 
What do you recommend to someone considering going? Talk to someone who's been involved in missions and who's 
been there. I know that really helped me. Once you get back from the mission field you find out that for the normal people 
around you it's hard for them to know and understand what you've been through. I would suggest get to know somebody that 
has been there. You can go online and you can probably even have an online Missionary experience. You can talk to 
somebody from our church that has gone on mission trips that we offer. 
What encouraged you to go?  I would encourage you to start locally because in my situation when people would find out 
I've been to Mexico they would say I prefer to do local Missions. When I was getting involved in Mexico we had flooding in 
West Virginia and I participated in that. Then the earthquake happened in 1985 in Mexico City and I got our church 
involved. Start locally just to get your feet wet but then just go and don't let anything stop you from going if you know that's 
what God would have you do. Pray about it, trust it into his hands and just go. He will work out the details. 
     One of the greatest things that changed my life for the better even though I know my Spanish is not great, is being able to 
speak Spanish. It is one of the greatest gifts that God has given me. It has opened so many doors for me, destroyed so many 
barriers for me, opened up horizons for me, and literally since that happened on that first mission trip I saw barriers fall 
around me.  Once when I looked into a reflection on a mirror I just knew I was different. 
A Prayer for those thinking about going since there is so much need out there: 
Lord I'm grateful for this opportunity. Lord there's a whole world out there that needs you and in today's world we can reach 
the World by reaching out to our neighbors here. Those we go to school with, those at work, those in our neighborhood 
because people are all around us from all over the world. We pray for those first thinking about the quote: Before you talk to 
somebody about Jesus, talk to Jesus about that somebody. We lift up the unreached people groups in the world. We pray for 
those whose hearts have been tweaked but they haven't yet been able to submit themselves to you, to surrender to you. We 
just lift them all up to you and pray that you will prepare their hearts. We pray that you will raise up laborers for the Harvest 
to respond to your call and to go wherever you might call them.  Jesus I love you, I trust you and I thank you for leading me 
into missions. I thank you for what it has done for my life and I'll never forget that, and I'm always grateful. Thank you in 
your holy name we pray and Trust amen. 
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How does the Holy Spirit Change Me? 

 
But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will 
guide you into all truth…          John 16:13                                                      
 
 
When you were born, you could not feed yourself. 
Someone had to take care of you. As time passed, 
you began to crawl and then walk. Soon you began 
to talk. You were growing and changing. 
 
When you trust in Jesus as your Savior, you are 
born into God's family. You are changed into a new 
person on the inside. The Bible says, "Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old 
has gone, the new has come!" (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
You are a new-born baby in Christ with a new 
"want to" to please God. Now you need to grow up 
in your new life. Jesus is your example of how God 
wants His children to grow and live. It pleases 
God when you act like His Son. 
 
The Holy Spirit living in you helps you grow and 
change so you can live to please God. He teaches 
you and guides you through the Bible. He helps 
you pray and gives you power to obey God. When 
you do sin, He convicts you so you will confess 
your sins to God. Little by little the Holy Spirit is 
working in your life to change you.  
 

Wonderzone.com 

 

Palm Tree 
 

Each Year, many people celebrate a holy 
day called Palm Sunday.  Before Jesus 
made his final journey to heaven, he 
rode his donkey through the streets of 
Jerusalem.  The people placed palm 
branches in Jesus’ path.  Palm branches 
were a sign of goodness.  The people 
knew Jesus was good and he was the son 
of God.   
 
Palm trees were very important to the 
people of the Middle East.  Long palm 
branches were made into ropes or 
brooms.  And the leaves were woven into 
baskets. King Solomon liked them so 
much that he hired carpenters to carve 
palm branches into the doors of his 
temple.  Some palm trees grew fruit.  
The date palm tree grew sweet, sticky 
dates. People could eat them fresh or 
dried.  Dates could also be ground up and 
made into patties. Date palm trees still 
grow in the Holy Land.  Many grow near 
the Nile River and the Red Sea. 

April 10th 
All Children will be participating  

in all three Sunday Morning 
Services! 

http://www.wonderzone.com/WZ/
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How to talk to your kids about 

Palm Sunday! 
 
The story of Palm Sunday is told in the Gospel 

of Matthew, book 21, chapters 1-17 (Matthew 

21:1-17). The gospel tells the story of Jesus' 

triumphant ride into Jerusalem on the back of a 

donkey. 

 
As Jesus and his disciples walked towards 

Jerusalem, he sent two disciples ahead, telling 

them to find a donkey and a colt. The disciples 

brought the animals, laying their cloaks on the 

donkey so that Jesus could ride. As he rode 

towards Jerusalem, people laid cloaks and palm 

branches on the road in front of him, shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David," and "Blessed is 

He who comes in the name of the Lord." When 

he entered Jerusalem, a huge crowd welcomed 

him, waving palm leaves and shouting 

"Hosanna," because they supported Jesus and 

his message. Arriving at the temple in 

Jerusalem, Jesus healed the blind and the sick; 

however, at the same time he aroused the ire 

and suspicion of the priests, who heard 

children shouting in the temple area calling 

out, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" 

 
The role of children in the story enhances kids' 

understanding of, and interest in, this 

particular Bible story.  

 

As you share the Palm Sunday children's story, 

explain the context: 
 

 Jesus understood that, following God's plan, 

this was to be his last trip into Jerusalem. 

 People laid down palms in front of him as a 

sign of honor. 

 Jesus' actions including sending disciples 

ahead for a donkey and his response to the 

priests was to point out that what was 

happening was part of God's promise.  
 

Many activities can help children learn about 

Palm Sunday:  
 

 Have children create a short play re-enacting 

Jesus riding into Jerusalem. 

 Create puppets or finger puppets to tell the 

story. 

 Have children write the story in their own 

words. 

 Have them create a Palm Sunday or Easter 

poem. 

 Create a comic book of the story. 

 Make your own coloring book or coloring 

pages for Palm Sunday. 

 Make a Palm Sunday collage. 

 Allow children to create figures out of 

popsicle sticks and construction paper of the 

story. 

 Try out palm weaving with older kids. 

 
                           www.kids.lovetoknow.com/palm-Sunday-children 

https://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Easter_Poems_for_Kids
https://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Kids_Easter_Coloring_Pages
https://www.origami-resource-center.com/palm-weaving.html
http://www.kids.lovetoknow.com
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