The Beacon
A light of information & inspiration

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
It Is Not About Programs: It Is About the Spirit
“And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.” Acts 2:47
In recent years I heard a sermon by a pastor of a small Florida
church that grew into a congregation of several hundred active
members. The purpose of the sermon was to help small churches
to appreciate their true value and realize their full potential.
One idea in the sermon caught my attention: the pastor said that
church programs were not very important. The concept
intrigued me, because no church can fulfill its mission without ministries to members
and surrounding community. But the pastor clarified that it was more essential to have
the right spirit and attitude at worship services and within the congregation. Any
program or ministry idea will function well if it is driven by the right motivation and led
by the Holy Spirit. If people can experience God’s love in our midst in a relevant and
palpable way, they will come back and become part of our church.
Precisely this was the experience of the early church in Jerusalem after Pentecost. In
Acts 2:47 we read that the Lord Himself added to the church those who were being
saved. The programs in the early church? Very simple: Continue living in the power of
the recent Pentecost experience of being full of the Holy Spirit; retain the teachings of
the apostles; live together in love and close fellowship; sharing bread and taking care of
those in need; meeting daily for prayer in the temple courts and in their homes;
worshipping the Lord with grateful hearts. You can read it for yourself in Acts 2:42-47,
42
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together
and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved.
This insight has affirmed my decision to seek more of the Holy Spirit and work towards
enhancing prayer, worship, Bible study, and service, in any congregation I serve. We
want to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world: this will
happen only as we serve with the right spirit and attitude.
Programs are important, but they are not “magic formulas.” Let us pray for God to give
us hunger and thirst for salvation, that is, passion for our mission as Christians. Revival
only comes through prayer. True worship, that warms the heart of God, only flows from
sincere hearts. Whatever we do, whatever hymns or praise songs we sing, let us do so in
love and sincerity.
In Christ’s love,

Pastor Armando
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Our Vision & Mission
“Shining the Light
of God’s Love”
Through:
Inspiring Worship
Personal Growth
Intentional Outreach
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July was a big month for the YOUTH. We had 9 campers head to Warren
Willis Camp to have fun and meet and praise Jesus.
They were so excited to be there. Maybe a week away from family was
the theme. There is nothing like getting to be on your own in a setting
that you are still being taken care of— a 5 day sleep over with friends, a
week of doing great activities like swimming, sailing, canoeing, gaga ball,
4 square frisbee, and of course eating. They also enjoy small group
discussions about the Gospel, big group worship and praise & worship.
They will return energized and ready to see where God will take them.

A SNEAK PEAK INTO OUR ALASKAN ADVENTURES:
(We look forward to sharing more in next month’s Beacon)

In July we talked about what a
servant of God looks like, that
Christ came to serve not to be
served and that we need to take
ourselves out of the center of
our world and place God there.
We need to be looking for ways
everyday to be a servant to
those around us.

El APOSENTO ALTO
Are you growing in your walk with the Lord?
Some questions to help you evaluate your walk with God.
1- Do I read and apply His Word daily in my life ?
2- Do I aspire to worship the Lord more than just on Sunday?
3- Do I have a passion to share the Lord with others?
4- Do I seek God's direction and guidance in every aspect of my life?
5- Does my testimony in church match my witness in public?
6- Am I loving my neighbor as myself?
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight
your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6
¿Estas creciendo en tu caminar con el Señor ?
Algunas preguntas para ayudarte a evaluar tu caminar con Dios.
1- ¿Leo Su Palabra y la aplico diariamente en mi vida?
2- ¿Aspiro adorar al Señor más que solo un domingo?
3- ¿Tengo pasión por compartir al Señor con los demás?
4- ¿Busco la dirección y guía de Dios en cada aspecto de mi vida?
5- ¿Mi testimonio en la iglesia coincide con mi testimonio en público?
6- ¿Estoy amando a mi prójimo como a mí mismo?
Confía en el Señor con todo tu corazón, y no te apoyes en tu propia prudencia. Reconócelo en
todos tus caminos, y él enderezará tus veredas. Proverbios 3:5-6
Blessings,
Nena Bonilla

Women’s Luncheon

Want to get more involved in our children’s
ministry? We need Sunday School Teachers!
Opportunities available for all age levels. This
is a once a month commitment! Your love and
service will be appreciated. Please prayerfully
consider serving our children.
For more information,
contact Holley Lane (772) 201-0040 or
Christine Lupinski (772) 359-2873

We will be placing an order for
magnetic name tags soon. If you
would like to purchase one, please
notify the church office.
Name tags are $8.00 each.

Thank you to all our FUMC chefs for
your gifts of food as our partner school,
the Northport K-8 School, wrapped up the summer
session! (The picture shows only one of two tables
covered in treats!) The children now enter summer
vacation and look forward to rejoining their friends
in the fall!

United Women In Faith Circles
Centennial Circle
2nd Monday – 12:30 PM
Leader: Shirley Miller (772) 468-0608
Lydia Circle
4th Tuesday – 1:00 PM
Leader: Laura Stransky (772) 785-9153
Marta Circle
2nd Monday – 7:00 PM
Leader: Nydia Aponte (407) 375-1509
Priscilla Circle
2nd Thursday – 1:00 PM
Leader: Beverly Roselli (772) 336-7023
One day a very wealthy father took his son on a trip to the country
for the sole purpose of showing his son how it was to be poor. They
spent a few days and nights on the farm of what would be considered
a very poor family.
After their return from the trip, the father asked his son how he liked
the trip. “It was great, Dad,” the son replied. “Did you see how poor
people can be?” the father asked. “Oh Yeah,” said the son.
“So what did you learn from the trip?” asked the father. The son
answered, “I saw that we have one dog and they had four. We have a
pool that reaches to the middle of our garden and they have a creek
that has no end. We have imported lanterns in our garden and they
have the stars at night. Our patio reaches to the front yard and they
have the whole horizon.
We have a small piece of land to live on and they have fields that go
beyond our sight. We have servants who serve us, but they serve
others.
We buy our food, but they grow theirs. We have walls around our
property to protect us, they have friends to protect them.” The boy’s
father was speechless. Then his son added, “It showed me just how
poor we really are.”
Too many times we forget what we have and concentrate on what we
don’t have. What is one person’s worthless object is another’s prize
possession. It is all based on one’s perspective.
Sometimes it takes the perspective of a child to remind us what’s
important.

Follow us on Facebook
First United Methodist Church of
PSL
United Women in Faith

The Witness Team is planning on revamping
our Fall Festival. We would like to have a

Trunk or Treat!
But we need your help!
If you are willing to provide a decorated trunk and
treats to pass out, please contact Janet Pederson by
phone or text at (772) 370-0183. We will need a lot of
trunks, so we encourage Everyone to participate.

It will be “Trunk” Loads of FUN!!!

Our Love & Prayers Go Out To
Our Friends Residing at Care Centers
Watercrest SLW, 279 NW California Blvd, Port St Lucie, FL
34986 Ruth Cooke Room 201
The Palms Nursing and Rehab at Port St Lucie (Oasis) - 1655 SE
Walton Rd, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 Bonnie Ryder
The Palms at St. Lucie West, 501 NW Cashmere Blvd., Port St.
Lucie, 34986 Dottie Bond Room 112
PSL Restorative Care, 7300 Oleander Ave, Port St Lucie, FL 34952
Dorothy Russ Room 16
Meridian at Lantana, 3061 Donnelly Drive, Lantana, FL 33462
Shirley Reeder Room C114

Please pray for our
Service Personnel:

Lawrence Bach
Hugh Ballard
Kaitlyn Neeley Barber
“Wit” Darvill
Robert Davis
Kevin Dugan
Michael Dugan
Ethan Fink
Douglas T. Gifford
Ezra Gordon
Torey Griffith
Anthony Hope
Thomas Kitson
Cynthia Loveday
Zacchary T. McClure
Jeremiah Megerle
Johnna Moody
Judi Moody
Carole Moody
Zachary Rishko
Mack Shehee
Sean H. Simpson

Our Friends Residing at Home
Desmond Brice
401 SE Starflower Ave, Port St. Lucie, FL 34983
Althia Griffith
2034 SE Ellington Terrace, Port St Lucie, FL 34952
Diane Jenks
2974 SW Bright St., Port St. Lucie, FL 34953
Doris Rebert
418 SE Verada Ave., Port St. Lucie, FL 34983
Evelyn Reis
3709 Morning Dove Court, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
Helen Williams
849 SE Chaloupe Avenue, Port St. Lucie, FL 34983

Please call the church office if
someone you know should be
added to the Service Personnel list
or is no longer on active duty.

Record of Our Faithful Attendance

7/3

7/10

7/17

7/24

7/31

81

102

80

80

80

Budget

Financial Update - In the month of July we received
$70,709.58 toward our monthly need of $78,148.
Your financial dedication is appreciated.
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MISSIONS = GOD'S WORK THROUGH US.
"Why You Should Go To The Mission Field?"

MISSIONS = GOD'S WORK THROUGH US. "Why You Should Go To The Mission Field"

Part II: The Most Commonly Heard Excuses:
"Why don't you go into full time Christian service in a foreign country?
15) "I'm just not ready to make that kind of a sacrifice and commitment."
Ah! That's just the point. That's probably the reason for almost all of the previous objections. You might just as well have said, "I'm
not willing." You need to decide whether or not you are a disciple of Jesus - that is the question. If you are His disciple, then "you are not
your own...you have been bought with a price." (I Cor. 6:19-20) And if you truly love Him, then you will not feel bondage, you will feel
incredible excitement at being chosen to represent Him in the world! To be a servant of Jesus Christ, an ambassador, a missionary, is
the highest calling a man or woman can attain to! Now what are you waiting for??
<><

Missionary Sayings

"I could not buy a soul at the cost of sacrificing truth."
Amy Carmichael 1867-1951 Missionary to India
<><

THE UNFINISHED TASK: Unreached people groups
Jambi in Indonesia
Pop: 1,051,000
0.01% Evangelical

That many from this group will soon understand that they belong to God by right of His life-giving creation.
<><

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH: #21 UZBEKISTAN 347,000 Christians.
Pray for the government of Uzbekistan, that they would allow more religious freedoms.
Ask God to bring the knowledge of Him to the leaders of the country
<><

For our Missions Worldwide

Join a partnership

Churches can establish dynamic Covenant Relationships with individual missionaries, providing them with financial,
spiritual, and emotional support. The In Mission Together program facilitates partnership covenants between
churches, encouraging mutual benefit and growth.
BECOME A PARTNER IN MISSION SERVE WITH US - Global Ministries (umcmission.org)
<>< <>< <><

MISIONES = LA OBRA DE DIOS A TRAVÉS DE NOSOTROS
"¿Por qué deberías ir al campo misional?"
Parte II: Las excusas más comunes

15) "Simplemente no estoy listo para hacer ese tipo de sacrificio y compromiso".
Ah! Ese es el punto. Esa es probablemente la razón de casi todas las objeciones anteriores. De hecho, bien podría haber dicho: "No
estoy dispuesto". Debes decidir si eres o no un discípulo de Jesús, esa es la pregunta. Si eres su discípulo, entonces "no eres tuyo... has
sido comprado por un precio". (I Cor. 6: 19-20) Y si realmente lo amas, entonces no sentirás esclavitud, ¡sentirás una increíble
emoción al ser elegido para representarlo en el mundo! ¡Ser un siervo de Jesucristo, un embajador, un misionero, es el llamado más
alto al que puede llegar un hombre o una mujer! ¿Y qué esperas ahora?
<><

Pensamiento misionero:

“Yo no podría comprar un alma al precio de sacrificar la verdad.”
Amy Carmichael 1867-1951 Misionera a la India
<><

LA TAREA RESTANTE: Grupos No alcanzados.

Jambi en Indonesia Pop: 1,051,000
Evangélicos
0.01%
Que muchos de este grupo comprendan pronto que pertenecen a Dios por derecho de Su creación dadora de vida..
<><

ORE POR LA IGLESIA PERSEGUIDA: 21 UZBEKISTÁN 347.000 cristianos.
Oren por el gobierno de Uzbekistán, para que permitan más libertades religiosas.
Pídele a Dios que lleve el conocimiento de Él a los líderes del país.
<><

Oremos por las misiones alrededor del mundo/

Únete a una asociación
Las iglesias pueden establecer relaciones de pacto dinámicas con misioneros individuales, brindándoles apoyo
financiero, espiritual y emocional. El programa En Misión Juntos facilita los convenios de asociación entre iglesias,
fomentando el beneficio y el crecimiento mutuos.
CONVIÉRTETE EN SOCIO EN MISIÓN SERVE CON NOSOTROS Ministerios Globales (umcmission.org)

Do you have a homebound family member or
friend that would like a visit or call from one
of our Visitation Team members on a monthly
basis? We can visit your loved ones at nursing
home facilities or homes. Please call Rita
Etherington at (772) 678-1449.

Committee on Haitian Ministry
Announces Inaugural Scholarship for
Florida Conference Haitian Students
The Committee on Haitian Ministry is proud to
announce the establishment of a higher education
scholarship for the Haitian United Methodist students of
the Florida Conference. The application
period opened on 7/25/2022 and will close on
8/14/2022. The amount of the scholarship will be
determined by the review team ($250 is the minimum
amount for the scholarship).
This scholarship will be for Haitian United Methodist
students who demonstrate leadership in the church,
community, and school activities. The student must be
an active member of a United Methodist Church within

I must apologize. I’ve been remiss in submitting a
note for the newsletter for the last two months.
Honestly, my health wasn’t the best and I didn’t have
any motivation. You see, the library is full and we
haven’t been accepting donations. (If you have some
wonderful books you want to donate, please do call
me 772-879-3771). During the rest of the summer,
you might have some leisure time to enjoy a book or
two. Please stop in to Room 106 and peruse the
shelves. Books are coded by subject and alphabetized
by author on the shelf. If there is a particular book or
subject you want, feel free to call me. I might know.
I am begging you to use this wonderful library.
Carole Williams, Church Librarian

Welcome to the Bloomin' 4 Good Program!
A Program to Benefit
First UMC of Port St. Lucie Food Pantry
Let's Fight Hunger Together. One Bouquet at a Time.
As a reminder, throughout the month of August 2022,
First UMC of Port St. Lucie Food Pantry has been selected
to receive a $1 donation for every $12.99 Bloomin' 4
Good Bouquet with the red circle sticker sold at the store
located at Winn-Dixie 281 Southwest Port St. Lucie
Boulevard, Port Saint Lucie FL.

the Florida Conference for at least one year. Students
must also have held or currently hold an active ministry
role in a local church.
Applications at: https://www.flumc.org/

I wonder what would happen if we treated our
Bible like we treat our cell phone.
What if we carried it around in our purses or
pockets?
What if we flipped through it several times a day?
What id we turned back to get it if we forgot it?
What if we used it to receives messages from the
text?
What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without
it?
What if we gave it to kids as gifts?
What if we used it when we traveled?
What if we used in case of emergency?
This is something to make you go...hmmm...where
is my Bible?
Oh and one more thing. Unlike our cell phones, we
don’t have to worry about our Bible being
disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill in
full.
Makes you stop and think: “Where are my
priorities?”
And no dropped calls!

Would you like to become a Lay Servant?
For details about Lay Servant Ministry,
visit: https://www.flumc.org/layservantministries
Lay Servant Ministry Contact: Kathy Megerle
AC District Lay Servant Ministry Director
kathrynmegerle.lsm.acd@gmail.com or 772.708.0026.

A heartfelt welcome to Pastor Armando and his wife Icel. I
find it noteworthy to mention Pastor Armando hails from
the Holguin Provence Of Cuba , the same area as our sister
church in Cabezo.

Online courses, please visit BeAdisciple.com
for details on courses being offered.

To date it’s been almost 4 years since our last clothing
drive for Cuba. You may recall in June 2021 we held a yard
sale generating enormous amounts of clothing. Those
proceeds were needed to supply the much needed shipping
funds to deliver food, medicine and personal products to
our missions there.
Folks were hungry, sick, and in great need of that support,
and they were so appreciative.

Upcoming Lay Servant Ministry Courses:
Sebastian United Methodist Church
1020 Main Street
Sebastian, FL 32958
Friday, August 5, 2022 l 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Saturday, August 6, 2022 l 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Courses Offered:
Lay Servant Basic Training
Participant Book: Lay Servant Ministries - Basic Course by Sandy Zeigler
Jackson and Brian Jackson
Available at Cokesbury
Instructor: Sharon Johnson
Advanced Course - The Spirit and Art of Conflict Transformation
Participants Book: "The Spirit and Art of Conflict Transformation" by
Thomas Porter
Available at Cokesbury
Instructor: Bill Messersmith
Tomoka United Methodist Church
1000 Old Tomoka Rd
Ormond Beach, FL 32174
Friday, September 9, 2022 l 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Saturday, September 10, 2022 l 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Courses Offered:
Lay Servant Basic Training
Participant Book: "Lay Servant Ministries - Basic Course" by Sandy
Zeigler Jackson and Brian Jackson
Available at Cokesbury
Advanced Course - Called to Preach
Participants Book: "From Pew to Pulpit" by Clifton F. Gutherie
Available at Cokesbury.
Instructor: Rev. John Gill

I look forward to sharing ways and means of continued
support for our church missions with him.

So in September we will once again be collecting clothing
for all ages. We ask for new, and gently used clean
items.
Beginning in September a container will be made available
in the church office for drop offs. A donation box in the
Beacon Life Center entryway will be available on Sundays
as well.
Flyers will be made available as you leave each service for
the items most needed.
Questions / details? I can be reached @ 772-336-0307
Gracias, Sandra McClure, Cuba Missions

The Caribbean American
Cultural Group, Inc. (CACG)
will host its Annual Caribbean
Independence Celebration
Service on Sunday, August 7,
2022, at 4:00 PM, at the First United Methodist
Church, 260 SW Prima Vista Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL
34983. All are cordially invited. For more
information, please contact Neville Lake at 772-834
-2522 or neville_lake@bellsouth.net.

Gideon's Int.Testimony
What happens when we obey God & share His Word:

Rodney G. I never knew my father, but I was angry with him.
My single mother took us to church... but when I left home, she gave me a Gideon's Bible.
I’d never read the Bible, but I cherished it because my mother gave it to me. But I didn’t open it, because
I was my own God, with my own commandments that I could change any time I wanted to. I believed in a
God, but I knew He was way out there somewhere. He didn’t care about me, He didn’t love me.
Years later, depressed and living on the streets, and using women, alcohol and drugs, I opened up that
Bible. It touched my heart and God spoke to me. However, it took 4 more years and a prison sentence
for me to finally accept Jesus.
I had longed all my life to be loved unconditionally. In spite of me, He still loved me; with my anger,
with my drug problems, with the shame I carried.
God never gave up on me: the Word would speak to me in the midst of my sin. I went to get my drugs
one day God said to me: “as a dog returns to his vomit, so does a fool to his folly.”
Finally after meeting Jesus, I told God that I couldn’t keep being depressed and drug addicted. I knew
there was something more to life, but I don’t know how to get it. I was sick and tired, and didn’t want to
wake up tomorrow and do it all again.
The Lord spoke to me, “Son, you’ve made Jesus your Saviour, but you haven’t made Him LORD!”
I realized I’d had enough of Jesus to keep me out of hell, but I didn’t trust Him. I didn’t know how to trust
anyone, so I was still trusting me. I was the captain, He was the co-pilot. I asked God to forgive me, and
to let Him be captain of this ship. At that moment, I died to self and surrendered totally to God.
And my life changed instantly. The situation was the same, but inside I changed perspective.
I’m so grateful He stayed with me. Even though He loved me as I was, He loved me too much to let
me stay as I was. God is a transforming God.
It’s amazing what can happen when you submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
He is my Saviour, and more than saviour. He is Lord!

TESTIMONIO DE LOS GEDEONES INT.

Qué sucede cuando obedecemos a Dios y compartimos Su Palabra:
Rodney G. Nunca conocí a mi padre, pero estaba enojado con él.
Mi madre soltera nos llevó a la iglesia... pero cuando me fui de casa, me dio una Biblia de Gedeónes.
Nunca había leído la Biblia, pero la atesoraba porque mi madre me la dio. Pero no lo abrí, porque yo era mi propio
Dios, con mis propios mandamientos que podía cambiar en cualquier momento que quisiera. Yo creía en un Dios,
pero sabía que Él estaba en alguna parte lejos. Él no se preocupaba por mí, Él no me amaba.
Años después, deprimido y viviendo en la calle, usando mujeres, alcohol y drogas, abrí esa Biblia. Tocó mi corazón
y Dios me habló. Sin embargo, tomó 4 años más y una sentencia de prisión para que finalmente aceptara a Jesús.
Había anhelado toda mi vida ser amado incondicionalmente. A pesar de mí, Dios todavía me amaba; con mi rabia,
con mis problemas con las drogas, con la vergüenza que cargaba.
Dios nunca se dio por vencido conmigo: la Palabra me hablaría en medio de mi pecado. Fui a buscar mis drogas un
día Dios me dijo: “como el perro vuelve a su vómito, así vuelve el necio a su locura”.
Finalmente, después de conocer a Jesús, le dije a Dios que no podía seguir deprimido y drogadicto. Sabía que había
algo más en la vida, pero no sé cómo conseguirlo. Estaba enfermo y cansado, y no quería despertarme mañana y
hacerlo todo de nuevo.
El Señor me habló: “Hijo, has hecho de Jesús tu Salvador, pero no lo has hecho SEÑOR”.
Me di cuenta de que había tenido suficiente de Jesús para mantenerme fuera del infierno, pero no confiaba en Él.
No sabía cómo confiar en nadie, así que todavía confiaba en mí. Yo era el capitán, él era el copiloto. Le pedí a Dios
que me perdonara y que lo dejaba ser el capitán de este barco. En ese momento, morí a mí mismo y me entregué
totalmente a Dios.
Y mi vida cambió instantáneamente. La situación era la misma, pero por dentro cambié de perspectiva.
Estoy tan agradecida de que Él se quedó conmigo. Aunque me amaba como era, me amaba demasiado como para
dejarme quedar como era. Dios es un Dios transformador.
Es asombroso lo que puede suceder cuando te sometes al Señorío de Jesucristo.
Él es mi Salvador, y más que salvador. ¡Él es el Señor!

Memorial Gifts
Received for:

Pat Izzi

by Ray & Pat Skudera, New Providence
Education Association and Allen Roberts
Sunshine Club

Please join the Visitation
Team
in wishing a

Happy Birthday

by sending a card to:

Ruth Cooke August 2nd
Watercrest SLW
279 NW California Blvd Room 201
Port St Lucie, FL 34986

FOOD PANTRY
HELP NEEDED
*Monday’s to unload the truck and put food and meat
away from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm. Must be able to lift
50-60 lbs.
*Tuesday’s from 8:00 am to 12:30 pm. Must be able
to lift 50 to 60 lbs. and walk groceries out.
If interested or for more information, please call
Diane Gagliardi (772) 828-0257.

The Feeding Ministry is looking
for KITCHEN HELP!

We meet on the first and third Thursday of
the month from noon to 3 pm. If you are
interested, please email Stephan Lambert
stephanlambert674@gmail.com.

Altar Flowers are available for:
September 18 & 25
If you would like to purchase the
flowers to celebrate a special day or
memory for you or a family member, please let us
know. Flower dedication forms can be found in
the display case in the Narthex or from the church
office. Flowers are $30 per week. Please submit
your payment with the form and write your name
on the Flower Calendar to reserve your week.

Counters for your weekly assistance.
The Men’s Prayer Group and the Women’s

Prayer Group who pray for everyone for whom
prayers were requested and prepare and mail out
the prayer cards.
The Visitation Team and Lay Servants for
making phone calls to all of the church to keep in
touch, pray and take prayer requests.
Diane & Bill Gagliardi for coordinating the
Food Pantry.
All of those helping in the food pantry by
shopping, stocking, packing bags and
distributing food each Tuesday morning.
All of those helping in Hope’s Corner sorting
and organizing the clothing donations and
disbursement.
Our church family volunteers who keep the
landscape and memorial garden weed free &
beautiful.
All of those that have spent countless hours
keeping our Facebook Live Services and daily
messages running as smoothly as possible.
Jenette Robarge, Shirley Miller, Kim Nelson,
Denise Andrade, Marilyn Benda, Janis Jones and
Millie Chamis for helping in the church office on
a weekly basis.
Chris Bogley, Karen McCall, Carole Bowen,
and Nancy Morando for preparing the pews each
week.
All of our committee members, Praise Teams,
Tech Team, Choir, Communion Prep Team,
Greeters & Ushers who work hard all year long.
Carole Williams for taking care of the church
library.
The Witness Team for another outstanding
event, Pastor Armando’s Welcome Picnic.

5th Annual
Charity Golf Tournament

October 8
For Additional information, contact Esther
Ruppel (574) 265-9219 or Cherie Portinga
(706) 294-5915 or email:
CharityGolfFUMC@gmail.com

The Visitation Team is a group of
individuals from our church who
serve God through visitations to
homebound members of our
church, individuals related to
members of our church or friends
of members of our church. At
present we have a list of 12
individuals who need visits.

If you feel called to serve God
through this ministry, please
contact Rita Etherington by
phone (772) 678-1449 or
by e-mail
ritaetherington@comcast.net.

The We Care We Connect Phone
Call Ministry is in need of
volunteers to make phone calls to
our church members on a monthly
basis. Each volunteer is assigned
one page from our directory
(approx. 22 names). Calls can be
made in a matter of hours on one
day that the volunteer chooses
according to their time and
availability. It is important that we
reach out to our church family for
them to feel connected.
WE CARE and we want our church
family to know that we do. Please
contact Rita Etherington, at (772)
678-1449 for more information.

GOOD GRIEF
GROUP
August 1st ~ 12 pm
Room 101
Bring a dish to share!
Anyone who has lost a loved one is
invited to join us. We generally
meet on the 1st Monday of each
month. For more information, call
Shirley Baker at (321) 543-9450.

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!

Clothing donations being accepted!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

ATTENDANCE FORMS

We appreciate your help in keeping
our attendance and membership
records up to date. Please fill out an Attendance
Form each and every Sunday and turn it in to an
usher or place in the baskets provided. It is not
necessary to fill out every line of the form, just
your name and any information that has changed.

A clothing closet for those less
fortunate. Tuesdays 10 am - noon.

We meet every Thursday
9 am - noon
Room 101 of the BLC.

PLEASE JOIN US!

For more information call
Carolyn Hamel
(772) 204-8971

Knit & Crochet
Every Monday at 1 pm
ALL ARE WELCOME!!
We teach beginners— teenagers and older. We
share patterns, yarn and stories. We will help
you with any knit /crochet problems.

Come join us!
For more information call
Ruth Ann Albert
(772) 878-1703

Online/Mobile
Giving

If you would like to receive our
monthly newsletter “The
Beacon” in your email box and
receive our daily e-prayers, just
send an email to
secretary@pslfumc.com and
we’ll add you to the list!

You can make
your donations on line. Go
to our website at
www.pslfumc.com and
click on the easyTithe link
or you can go to the app
store and download
easyTithe.
https://app.easytithe.com/
App/Giving/fumcpsl

Have you moved?
Have you changed your email
address or phone number?
Do you use only your cell?
Does your church know?
Please call the church office
to update your records or
email Stephanie at
secretary@pslfumc.com

If you are aware of an illness,
hospitalization, or death in
the family of one of our
members please notify the
church office. This will help
us better serve you. We
would rather receive several
phone calls than none at all.
Please do not assume that we
already know.

First United Methodist Church
260 SW Prima Vista Blvd.
Port St Lucie, FL 34983
(772) 878-1155

June 2022
Volume 18, Issue 8
Page 1 of 2

Sunday School Kick off
Come Join us August 7th at 10:45 am
Parents are invited at the end of Sunday School to meet our awesome
teachers and join us for lunch in “The Ark”

Devotions
“Back to school and Back to Church”
This devotion is designed to prepare the heart of the kids for “yet another” year of school. The whole
family is invited to join in on this devotional so that you can learn together about God and His heart
for wisdom!
Devotional Reinforcements: Give each child a backpack and a Bible.
Back to School Devotional for Families School can be scary, you are learning new things and
becoming familiar with new ideas. There will be new students in your class, you will have a new
teacher, and the material will be more challenging than the year before. So why go back? (give them
time to answer).
God wants us to be full of wisdom. Do you know what wisdom means? (give them time to answer).
Wisdom is having quality in what you know, it is having the best of the best knowledge. Let’s see
what the Bible says about wisdom.
Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance, to understand
a proverb and a saying, the words of the wise and their riddles. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:5-7)
Let’s break this down, the first sentence is explaining that we should increase what we are learning, we
should ask God for more wisdom and more guidance so that we can understand.
The second sentence says, “the fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” Do you think this
means that we should be scared of God? (give them time to answer). Of course we should not be
scared of God, what this sentence means is that we should honor God. Those who honor God have
wisdom, but those who do not choose to honor God are fools.
We should always desire to learn and grow in wisdom, but above all of our classes and above all of
our studies, we should desire to learn who God is first! Here is a Bible, this is the most important book
you will ever own. Keep your Bible in your backpack at school so that you can always take it out and
study God’s Word so that you can grow in wisdom.
Questions: What is the most important book you will ever own? (Answer: The Bible)
Prayer: Dear God, thank you that we get to go back to school and be filled with knowledge and
wisdom. We pray that our hearts can always be yours, and as we learn our reading and math, let us
also learn to study your Word. We love you and we honor you! Amen
Activity: Look up these passages with your kids so that they become familiar with how to navigate
their Bibles. John 3:16 / Acts 16:31 / Numbers 6:24 / Psalm 145:9 / Matthew 28:20
www.minsirtytochildren.com
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Calm in the Storm
Read Luke 8:22-25. Build a tornado tube to remind us that we
can rely on God in any situation.
Stuff needed: two 2-liter plastic soft drink bottles, water, one 1inch metal washer, duct tape, food coloring, and glitter.
Fill one bottle 2/3 full with water. Add food coloring and glitter
to the water. Put the metal washer on the bottle mouth, then
place the second bottle upside down on the first bottle so that
mouths are connected by the washer. Tightly wrap several
layers of duct tape around the bottle mouths to secure them,
creating a tornado tube. Test the tube to ensure no water
leaks. Turn the bottle over, start the tornado by swirling the top
bottle, and watch the water simulate a tornado as it swirls
down.
Reflect on the bible verse above with the following questions:
Describe a situation when you were afraid. What made it
scary? Read the scripture again. Have you ever felt like the
disciples did? How easy or difficult is it to trust God when
you’re afraid? Why? What is a good way for us to remember
we can trust God the next time we feel afraid?

Before School starts tips

Good physical and mental health. Schedule doctor and dental
checkups early
Review all of the information. Review the material sent by
the school as soon as it arrives.
Mark your calendar. Make a note of important dates,
especially back-to-school nights.
Make copies. Make copies of all your child’s health and
emergency information for reference.
Buy school supplies early. Try to get the supplies as early as
possible and fill the backpacks a week or two before school
starts.
Re-establish the bedtime and mealtime routines.
Turn off the TV.
Visit school with your child.
Minimize clothes shopping woes. Buy only the essentials.
Check with your school to confirm dress code guidelines
Designate and clear a place to do homework.
Select a spot to keep backpacks and lunch boxes.
Freeze a few easy dinners.
www.nasponline.org

Did you Know?
*70% of children ages 5 to 9 have a TV in their
bedroom. Of those kids, 32% are already
overweight or are at risk of becoming overweight.
*64% of children with ADHD whose major
contributing factor to increased symptoms is food,
according to a recent study published in the medical
journal Lancet.
*The grade point averages of kids who attend
church regularly are 14.4% higher than the GPA of
kids who don’t.

God Sightings

God Sightings were a daily part of our
Vacation Bible School this year. But we can
continue to search for God in our every day
lives, even after VBS is over. Keep a lookout
for the amazing things that God is doing.
You can spot him in action every day. They
can be big or small such as watching a sunset
or a rainbow after the rain, laughter,
forgiveness, helping a friend. Write down
your God Sightings and share them with a
friend. You might even want to have a
contest to see how many God sightings you
can find in a day!

Letters to God

Our Extreme Kids Zone students
wrote some letters to God before
their summer break. I thought you
might like to hear what they had to
say. I think it will warm your heart
just as it did mine…..
~Dear God, Thank you for doing the things I ask
you. I know you are always with me.
~Dear God, Thank you for the wonderful day. I love
you with all my heart. Bless everyone here and
watch over us. Amen.
~Dear God, I know you are looking out for me.
Thanks for everything you have done. I love you so
much. Please make my test grades good.
~Dear God, thank you for all the fun stuff you let
us do. We all love you. Amen.
~Dear God, thank you for healing my throat.
~Dear God, I love you for the things you do. I love
you.
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