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The Days of Elijah and Our Children 
 
ñSee, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.  

He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their 

parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.ò Malachi 4:5-6 

 

Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament. This works very well as a transition into the New 

Testament, because this prophet announces the coming of the messenger who prepares the way 

for the Lord (“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me,” 3:1), and 

also announces the coming of the Lord Himself (“suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come 

to his temple,” 3:1). This ending makes hope the last voice that is heard in the Hebrew Bible. 

During the dreadful days under King Herod the Great, the book of Malachi renewed 

expectations that the Lord would bring about salvation for His people. 
 

Malachi 4:5 restates the prophecy of the coming of an Elijah who would precede the day of the 

Lord. In Matthew 17:10-13, Jesus explains that this Elijah indeed came first: this was in fact 

John the Baptist, who preceded Jesus and called for repentance before the coming of the 

Kingdom of God. Malachi 4:5 had become an important text, a source of hope as well as 

questions regarding the identity and mission of this “Elijah.” 
 

According to Malachi 4:5, the mission of the “Elijah” included an important goal that John tried 

to accomplish: “He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the 

children to their parents.”   
 

Focusing on children is cardinal for a proper celebration of Christmas. More importantly, it 

should be one of the major emphases of the church throughout the whole year.  
 

I want to challenge our congregation to pray hard, think, and work towards a strengthening of 

our children ministries at First UMC-PSL. Childhood is the age in which most easily people 

receive Jesus as Lord and Savior. Children are trusting and actually enjoy socializing as they 

play and learn. In addition, when the children get enthusiastic about church, they are the ones 

who ask their parents to join them for worship.  
 

Strong educational trends in our culture dictate that we should let our children make their own 

decisions and learn from their own mistakes.  As a consequence, many parents refrain from 

meddling with their children’s choices even at an early age. However, this is not the way that 

God asks us to raise our children: “Start children off on the way they should go, and even when 

they are old they will not turn from it” (Prov. 22:6). We have the God-given responsibility and 

privilege of educating the next generations in the fear of the Lord. 
 

During this Advent and Christmas season, let us set time apart to include children in our 

invitations to church. This is the proper celebration of the season. In addition, help us with your 

prayers, ideas, and work for a strong children’s ministry in our church.   
 

Many blessings as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.  
 

In Christ’s love, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Armando 
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Lawrence Bach 
Hugh Ballard 
Kaitlyn Barber 
“Wit” Darvill 
Tyler Ewald 
Ethan Fink 

Douglas T. Gifford 
Ezra Gordon 

Please pray for our Service Personnel Please call the 
church office if someone should be added to the list or is 

no longer on active duty. 

óTwas the Night Before Christmas 
 

‘Twas the night before Christmas and all through the house, 
Not a person was thinking about Jesus, not one in the house. 
The party was swinging in full motion with cheer,  
and the drinks were flowing to an almost new year. 
 

A gift certificate for this person, a dinner for two, 
And a gadget for this guy, he would know what to do. 
The mistletoe hung, while guys stood underneath 
In hopes that a special someone they’d meet. 
The food was plentiful and it tasted just great, 
Especially the crab that was on someone’s plate. 
 

Santa arrived, dressed up in red; 
His cheeks a bit rosy, and he looked a bit dead. 
The crowd laughed and hollered out his dear name, 
With hopes that he’d deliver gifts, 
Prayed in his name. 
 

Soon the party was over, the dishes lay in the sink; 
Food digested in their bellies, gave them time to think. 
While wrappings lay on the floor and they began to clean up, 
The guy who had too much to drink had just finally thrown up. 
 

The tree lit the room, like the sun in the sky; 
But underneath it all, another Christmas Eve had gone by. 
No mention of Jesus, no mention of the Son, 
No mention of the mission, that God had begun. 
No manger, no Mary, no Joseph or hope, 
Just a cute little story, referred by some as a joke. 
 

A story believed as a child, when fairytales were fun, 
But now that I am older, my truth has won. 
A party for Jesus to celebrate His day, 
I say no thanks, because what’s the difference anyway. 
 

God with a face-Jesus they say, 
Came down to the earth to make my new day. 
Leaving His father for the sake of my soul, 
He grew up and died, to make my life whole. 
A life everlasting, a life free from sin, 
But still I play games, with this life that I’m in. 
The sins in my life that I can call out by name, 
have put me into my very own house of shame. 
 

The guilt calls out in the middle of the night, 
And I’ve often wondered what makes this Jesus feel so right. 
Out of His great love, He came for me. 
And even when I lived my own way He died for me. 
His whisper was gentle, and he called me by name 
And he told me I could be forgiven, if I prayed in his name. 
 

As I sift through my gifts after yet another year, 
This hole in my heart, never seems to disappear. 
The trappings of Christmas and all it’s delight,  
Still finds me empty with God out of sight. 
 

Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep. 
My heart cries out, to do what is right, 
and on this sacred night, Jesus, I give you my life. 
 

 
Written by Rich Edwards   

Torey Griffith 
Lily Hamel 

Zacchary T. McClure 
Jeremiah Megerle 
Zachary Michel  
Johnna Moody 
Judi Moody 
Carole Moody 



If you would like to receive our monthly 
newsletter “The Beacon” in your email box 
and receive our daily e-prayers, just send an 
email secretary@pslfumc.com and we’ll add 

you to the list! 

 
 
 

Follow us!  

fumcofpsl 

Have you moved?  
Have you changed your 
email address or telephone 

number?   
Do you use only your cell phone now? Does 
your church know? Please call the church 
office at 878-1155 to update your records or 

email - secretary@pslfumc.com  

If you are aware of an illness, 
hospitalization, or death in the family of 
one of our members please notify the 

church office. This will help us better serve 
you. We would rather receive several 
phone calls than none at all. Please do not 

assume that we already know. 

 
 
 

 
 

SPIRITUAL FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

“The church is, above all, a place to receive 
grace: it brings forgiven people together with the 
aim of equipping us to dispense to others.” 

 
- Philip Yancey 



 

Our Love & Prayers Go to Our Friends  
with Our Visitation Team 

 

 

Heinz Altenburger  16921 NE 176 St, Woodinville, WA 98070 
 

Kathleen Banks Black  2830 SE Cabana Lane, PSL, 34952 
 

Sheila Blanchard  Aidan Post-Acute &  Rehab. Center, Room 
203A, 700 S 29th St, Fort Pierce, 34947 
 

Desmond & Phyllis Brice  401 SE Starflower Ave, PSL, 34983 
 

Ruth Cooke  Watercrest Assisted Living, 279 NW California 
Blvd, PSL 34986     
 

Sandy Fercho  9890 SW Coral Tree Circle, PSL, 34987  
 

Carol Gary   5018 Heskett Lane, Keystone Heights, FL 32656 
 

Althia Griffith   2034 SE Ellington Ter. PSL, 34952 
 

Wayne Habermehl   Heavenly Adult Care ALF, 3934 SW 
Kakopo St, PSL, 34953   
 

Kenneth Haight Discovery Village, Room 302, 2625 SE Cove 
Rd. Stuart, FL 34997 
 

Betty Grace Heaton Wickshire Assisted Living Room 210 
9825 S US Hwy 1, PSL, 34952  
 

Marie Montag 407 SW Magnolia Cove, PSL, 34986 
 

Marge Owens 1600 Petroglyph Point Dr, #310, Prescott, AZ 
86301  
 

Doris Rebert 418 SE Verada Ave, PSL, 34983  
 

Evelyn Reis Savannas Park Health & Rehab. Center, Room 303, 
1655 SE Walton Rd, PSL, 34952 
 

Paul Wade Hidden Lake Senior Community, Room 11D, 1006 
33rd St., Vero Beach, 32960    
 

Martha Watson Harbor Place Room 340, 3700 SE Jennings Rd. 
PSL, 34952 
 

Patricia Whiddon Freedom Plaza, Apt 510, 1010 American 
Eagle Blvd., Sun City, FL 33575 
 

Kati White Palm Gardens, Room 120, 1751 SE Hillmoor Dr. 
PSL, FL 34952 
 

Helen Williams   Edgewood Park Place, Room 108, 1930 E 12th 
St., Casper, WY 82607   

Record of Our Faithful Attendance 

 

 

Budget 
In the month of November we received $71,382.53 toward our 
monthly need of $71,460. Your financial dedication is appreciated.  

Memorial Gifts   
           

Given in memory of  
  

Gill Hanlon 
by  

Cascade Bridge Club 
and 

Randy & Connie Laster 

 11/3 11/10 11/17 11/24 

8:00 am 80 80  79 

9:30 am 81 85 266 96 

11:00am 111 116  119 

11:30 am 
(Hispanic) 

96 90  83 

Sunday 
School 

51 51 23 57 

In the month of November, 322 individuals visited our Food 
Pantry, providing meals for 1,311. Hope’s Corner served 88 

people with 25 items of clothes and shoes each.   
 

We are making a difference together! 
 

We are looking for additional volunteers for Tues-
day mornings. Please call Jackie at (917) 669-9336. 

$803,925. 

$775,626.87 

Year to Date Received Year to Date Needed 



Our New Members 
 

   

Sharmin Anderson Tom & Janet Dutton 

Michael Goetke Zach Hills 

Richard Lawton Nick Webster 



   




