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An Open Door In 2026 
“See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you 

have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.” 
Revelation 3:8 

 

In a recent conversation with our new District Superintendent, the Rev. Vidalis Lopez, 
she was asking about the state of our First UMC-PSL, and our vision for ministry in 
the future. Rev. Lopez is trying to get to know all local congregations in our SE 
District to see how she can best serve our needs. 

 

Even though First UMC-PSL is one of the largest churches in our district, I shared 
with Rev. Lopez my view that there is a lot of room for growth in our church. In my 
estimation, we are occupying only about 50% of our possible sitting capacity at each 
worship service.  We are averaging about 400 persons in attendance every Sunday, 
whereas in the past we used to reach 600. Financially we are in a plateau, given that 
we have maintained the budget at the same levels for the last few years. We are 
meeting our financial obligations, but we feel that more money could allow us to grow 
some important ministries or start new ones. As your pastor I am not “resting on our 
laurels.” I believe God is calling us to reach new goals in His service. The Lord is 
calling us to reach many new persons with His salvation message.  

 

In Revelation 3:7-13, Jesus declares that he has placed an open door before the church 
in Philadelphia that no one can shut. Given some similarities between our 
congregation and this ancient church in Asia Minor, I believe that God has placed “an 
open door” also before our church. 

 

The Philadelphia church is described as having “little strength,” which probably 
means that they had few members and not much financial resources. However, the 
power of this church laid on its faithfulness. They must have taken their Christian 
vocation seriously, witnessing for the Lord and remaining faithful in the face of 
persecution and harassment.  Out of seven churches addressed in Revelation 2 – 3, 
only two receive just praise from the Lord and no reproach; Philadelphia was one of 
those two. As a result, the door placed open before them would never close, Jesus 
said. 

 

These are also traits of First UMC-PSL. We don’t have a lot of strength as far as 
numbers or financial resources. However, we are faithful and devoted to the Lord at a 
level not seen in many other congregations. We have remained united, and we humbly 
pursue sanctification through repentance and the practice of spiritual disciplines. Our 
outreach and evangelistic programs to the community reflect deep levels of love and 
devotion to the Lord. I can hear Jesus telling us, “you have kept my word and have not 
denied my name.” (Rev. 3:8) 

 

My friends, there is an open door placed before us. God is giving us opportunities to 
continue witnessing for Christ. We continue to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” 

 

As we begin 2026, I want to express my deepest gratitude 
to the dozens of highly active and effective members of our 
congregation. God places an open door before us so that we 
can bring many to reconciliation in Jesus Christ. May God 
strengthen us in the Holy Spirit as we continue being an 
oasis of salvation for those around us. 
In Christ’s love, 

 
 
 

Pastor Armando 
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Senior Pastor 
Rev. Armando Rodríguez 

arodriguezjr@flumc.org 
Associate Pastor 

Rev. Rich Edwards 
redwards1629@gmail.com 
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Phil Raiford 
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Director of Youth Ministries 

Holley Lane 

holleylane53@gmail.com 
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Ministries 

Karen Dulemba 
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Music Ministry 

Julie Propst 
musicbyjulie@gmail.com 

Cindy Forbes 
cindyforbes13@gmail.com 

Josue Martínez 
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Our Vision & Mission 
“Shining the Light  

of God’s Love” 
Through: 

Inspiring Worship 
Personal Growth  

Intentional Outreach 

Church Webpage 
www.pslfumc.com 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 8:30a –4:30p 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 
8:00a Traditional Worship 

9:30a Contemporary Worship 
11:00a Traditional Worship 

11:30a Spanish Worship 
Worship with us online at 

Facebook Live 

9:30a & 11:00a  

260 SW Prima Vista Blvd. 

Port St. Lucie, FL  34983 

(772) 878-1155 



Richard Chapman 
Brenda Haneline 

Dean & Lisa Hughes 
John Minich 

Louie & Kelly Turco 

Thank You to all of the 
committees that participated 
in the Breakfast with Santa. 
The proceeds for the Food 

Pantry were  

$2,558.00  



 

 
 

 
SPIRITUAL FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

God seeks to influence humanity. This is at the 
heart of the Christmas story. It is the story of light 
coming into the darkness, of a Savior to show us 

the way, of light overcoming the darkness, of 
God's work to save the world. - Adam Hamilton                      

In the month of December, 284 individuals visited our Food 
Pantry, providing meals for 1,073 family members. Our church 

family donated approximately 320 pounds of food. Hope’s 
Corner provided clothes for 97 individuals.  Thank you to all 

who have donated clothes and food.  
WE ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 

 
 

 

The Altar Flowers for the Traditional Services are 
available to purchase for dedication in 2026: 

The chart for 2026 is posted in the display case on 
the south wall of the Narthex. There are many 

opportunities to honor or memorialize your loved 
ones during the year.  Please sign up on the chart 

or call the church office. The payment of $30 
must be submitted with your reservation form. 

“Only by giving are you able to 
receive more than you already have.” 
We at Hope’s Closet, thank you for 

all that you have so generously 
donated during 2025.  Because of 

your unselfish giving, we have been 
able to distribute 300-400+ articles of 

clothing, shoes, etc. per week.  We 
thank you on behalf of our clients. 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/700873
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/700873
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/700873
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/700873
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/700873


 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Kaitlyn Barber 
Chris Barber 

Andrew Ryan Connow 
Robert Davis 
Tyler Ewald 

Douglas Gifford 
Ezra Gordon 

Torey Griffith 

Please pray for our Service Personnel Please call the 
church office if someone should be added to the list or 

is no longer on active duty. 

 

 

Our Love & Prayers Go to Our 
Friends with Our Visitation Team 

 

 
Desmond & Phyllis Brice 401 SE Starflower Ave, PSL, 34983 
Linda Cox Brookdale Senior Living 11381 Prosperity Farms 
Rdt 339, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 
Sandy Fercho 9890 SW Coral Tree Circle, PSL, 34987  
Carol Gary 5018 Heskett Lane, Keystone Heights, FL 32656 
Althia Griffith 2034 SE Ellington Ter. PSL, 34952 
Wayne Habermehl  Heavenly Adult Care ALF, 3934 SW 
Kakopo St, PSL, 34953   
Betty Grace Heaton Colliers Assisted Living, Room 210 
9825 S US Hwy 1, PSL, 34952  
Brenda Henderson 178 NW Magnolia Lakes Blvd. PSL, 34986 
William Lane 798 SW St Croix Cove, PSL, 34986 
Marilyn Lawless The Palms at SLW, 521 NW Cashmere Blvd. 
#104, PSL, 34986 
Barbara Metts 302 Rio Mar Drive, PSL, 34952 
Violet Millenbruch Addington Place of Stuart, 3400 SE Aster 
Lane, Stuart, 34994 
Marge Owens The Cottage Room 123, 1600 Petroglyph Point 
Dr, #310, Prescott, AZ 86301  
Evelyn Reis 150 SW Port St Lucie Blvd. PSL, 34984 
Fred & Deanna Stevens 418 SE Verada Ave. PSL, 34983 
Paul Wade Hidden Lake Senior Community, Room 11D, 1006 
33rd St., Vero Beach, 32960    
Martha Watson 785 SW Ravenswood Lane, PSL, 34983 
Patricia Whiddon Freedom Plaza, Apt 510, 1010 American 
Eagle Blvd., Sun City, FL 33575 
Kati White Collier Assisted Living, Room 117, 9825 S US Hwy 
1, PSL 34952 
Ginny Young 1244 Padgett Rd. Shelby, NC 28150   

Record of Our Faithful Attendance 

 

 

Budget 
In December we received $104,588.40 toward our monthly 
need of $79,137.  Your financial dedication is appreciated.  

Lily Hamel 
Zacchary T. McClure 

Jeremiah Megerle 
Zachary Michel  
Carole Moody 
Johnna Moody 

Judi Moody 

 
 
 

 
  If you would like to receive 
our monthly newsletter “The 
Beacon” in your email box 

and receive our daily e-
prayers, just send an email to 
secretary@pslfumc.com and 

we’ll add you to the list! 

   
 
 

 If you are aware of an illness, 
hospitalization, or death in the family of 

one of our members please notify the 
church office. This will help us better 
serve you. We would rather receive 

several phone calls than none at all. Please 
do not assume that we already know. 

 

Linda Cox 1/2   
Brookdale Senior Living  

11381 Prosperity Farms Rd, Apt 339 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 

 

Carol Gary 1/12  
5018 Heskett Lane 

Keystone Heights, FL 32656 

Please join our Visitation Team by 
wishing a 

Happy Birthday to: 

  

Have you moved?  
Have you changed your email 
address or telephone number?   

Do you use only your cell phone 
now? Does your church know? 

Please call the church office at 878
-1155 to update your records or 
email - secretary@pslfumc.com  

 12/7 12/14 12/21 12/28 

8:00 am 69 91 74 48 

9:30 am 105 108 154 79 

11:00 am 119 133 142 119 

11:30 am 
(Hispanic) 

81 77 117 75 

Sunday  
School 

51 51 27 40 

$949,648.00 

$886,054.22 

Year to Date Needed Year to Date Received 

Our Lighthouse Quilters 
sewed and donated 96 quilts 

to Mustard Seed to be 
distributed to local homeless 

folks. 


