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Ash Wednesday to Start Lent with Prayer

“At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals,
and angels attended him.” Mark 1:12-13

This Ash Wednesday, February 18", we will kick off our 2026 Lent period.
The service will be slightly different this year, since we will place more
emphasis on prayer. We will still have the Imposition of the Ashes, as
custumary. Additionally, we will spend time in intercession for one another and
for our church.

The Christian practice of Lent is inspired by Jesus’ forty-day prayer time after
his baptism. Before Jesus began his public ministry, the gospels tell us that he
spent forty days fasting and praying in the wilderness. Even as Son of God, due
to his human nature, it was important for him to seek spiritual strength and
communion with God. Jesus wanted to meditate and focus on the task at hand.

I invite our church to follow in the example of Jesus as we begin the 2026
period of Lent. Meaningful Christian ministry necessitates spending time with
Christ. What a better opportunity than our Ash Wednesday service to begin a
deeper time of prayer!

To facilitate this emphasis, we will widely distribute prayer slips starting
February 8". You will have a chance to write down your personal requests as
well as your petitions for our church, community, or world. Come to the Ash
Wednesday service ready to pick up some of these prayer slips and elevate
supplications to the Lord before receiving the Imposition of the Ashes. Our
goal will be not only to pray that evening but also to set the tone for Lent.

During his forty-day time of prayer in the wilderness, Jesus set up the tone for
his entire ministry. Frequently we see Jesus praying in many gospel stories, and
specially at difficult occasions. In Matthew 26:40-41, we see this interesting
exhortation from Jesus to his close disciples:

" Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t
you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. *' “Watch and
pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
flesh is weak.”

The recommendation is very clear: through watching and praying we avoid
falling into temptation. At the same time, we strengthen our spirit to conquer
over the flesh.

I also want to take this opportunity to invite our church ¥
to our prayer meetings every Wednesday at 6:30pm in
room 101 at the BLC.

May this Lenten time prepare us for more faithful and
fruitful ministry in 2026.

In Jesus’ love,

Pastor Armando
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NEW MEMBERS
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Come explore membership at First United Methodist Church!!

February 1st, 8th & 15t~ 12:30 pm Prayer & Imposition of Ashes
Room 101, BLC February 18 - 6 pm
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
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SELLERS WANTED

Saturday, March 14, 8am - 3pm

Parking Space $25
Text Bev Roselli (772) 233-6179 or Denise Andrade (772) 332-2549 YOU ARE INVITED

by February 21% to reserve your spot! 0
DAYS of HOPE

w7 Residing Hope

on campus in entel a,
Lunch and a choice of two breakout sessions are included.

U nl*d United W()men In Faith Seating is limited and an RSVP is required..
_w €0 First United Methodist Church - _
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Introduces

Teneaa Cincle

Meeting the 1°t Tuesday of every
month at 2 pm in Room 103

Please sign up with your name, phone number and tour date choice. Esther Ruppel
will provide more details, submit the group RSVPs and coordinate the trips. For
more information, call Esther at (574) 265-9219.

GATHEH Connect with your church family
and others through conversation at
the table, while enjoying a light
meal. Our Gathering will be
t | |

If you are interested in joining the circle or
would like more information, please call Joan Sunday, 2/15 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm

MacGuire at (772) 418-3173.

I ity whers Decnle can) RSVP no later than 2/11 on your
f“‘;‘;' thsopanct a':_‘ grow! attendance form or to Donna
ogether in relationship wi

& Waters at 304-483-6150

one another and with Christ.
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Please join us at the Gathering.

Please be aware that email requests have been received

from scammers posing as Pastor Armando asking for

help in the form of gift cards. This is a SCAM. Please DO
NOT RESPOND. Note: Nobody on the staff including the I“ D PA ' I ‘R‘]
Pastors will ever ask for help in this manner. If you have

a question about an email you receive, feel free to call S 2 3
the church office at (772) 878-1155. First Unitec Methodist Church
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5 ATTENDANCE FORMS &P ‘
easyTithe wo om0 8¥ 0 10 am—12 pm
GIVE HERE ; records up to lz}at& Please fill out an Ab@ G@‘
attendance form each and every Oo‘ Q}*‘ FOOd & ClOthil]g fOI‘ thOSe ]-]1 Ileed!
You can make your donations at
pslfumc.com by clicking on the

Sunday and turn it in to an usher or
place in the baskets provided. Tt is
easyTithe link, use the easyTithe - - ;
app or scan this QR code. n Oln‘lf\tlol] that 'ms changed.
THANKS FOR YOUR HELP! An Equal Opportunity Provider

CHURCH

RECORDS not necessary to fill out every line of " %
We are making a difference!

the form, just your name and any

260 SW Prima Vista Blvd, Port St Lucie




FOOD:PANTRY.

Current Needs

PRI MEMBERSHIP RECORDS AUDIT
IMe (0 IN PROGRESS

1[4 We need your help!

Have you moved?
Have you changed your email address
or telephone number?

: — Do you use only your cell phone now?
In the month of January, 307 individuals visited our

Food Pantry, providing meals for 1,135 family Does YOU rc h urc h knOW?

members. Our church famlly (}onated approx‘lmately Please call the church office at 878-1155 to update your records or email - secretary@pslfumc.com
610 pounds of food. Hope’s Corner provided ”

clothes for 117 individuals. Thank you to all who
have donated clothes and food.

WE ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE! Sunday, February 8

L)

8:00 am — 1:00 pm
SPIRITUAL FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Cereal
Pasta
Peanut Butter

Jelly
Tuna
Canned Soup
Pasta Sauce
Macaroni & Cheese

“A person who has been with Jesus
will be a person of prayer.”

ope's Comer is a clothes pantry
56
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Crochet? Knit?
M ar st Want to learn? Wi ry Thursday, 9-11 am in Room 101 of the BLC!
Ch 2 1 We meet every Monday, 1 pm WON'T YOU JOIN US?

In Room 102 of the BLC. m
o 3 M

sam = Noon Join us for fellowship, fun and sharing!
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Pleas hlpus by donatng your unanted o
thing

H ' PE,S Please come join us to

@Tﬁm@ I/ beautify the property for
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HONOR AND
REMEMBER WITH

February

Women's Prayer Group

wee by May the Lord, in this month of
— ‘e're Praying!

o February, teach us a love thet endures
the cold and o sacrifice that softens
hardened hearts, May we live this love
“toralony daily theough patience, mercy, and
* for EVERYONE!

grace

Won'tyoujoinus?
ThursdayMornings at 9:30am in the Beacon Life Center

Thursday evevivgs
from ¢:00-#:30 for
children in
Kindergarten through
fifth grade. We learn
about Jesus, sing
worship sovgs, play
games, and have fum
+together.

Lighthouse Kids

6:30-7:30 pm
Room 101

e ——

Join us as we seek God together!




Record of Our Faithful Attendance

1/4 1/11 1/18 1/25
8:00 am 76 65 60 84
9:30 am 95 101 100 88
11:00 am 138 154 122 134
11:30 am 69 104 95 92
(Hispanic)
Sunday 50 43 45 54
School
Budget

In January we received $65,218.18 toward our monthly
need of $79,137. Your financial dedication is appreciated.

$90,000.00
$70,000.00 +——
$60,000.00 +————
$50,000.00 +——
$40,000.00 +———
$30,000.00 +———
$20,000.00 +————
$10,000.00 +————
$0.00

‘ Year to Date Needed ‘ ‘ Year to Date Received

Lily Hamel

Kaitlyn Barber
Chris Barber Sara Hume
Andrew Ryan Connow Zacchary T. McClure
Robert Davis Jeremiah Megerle
Tyler Ewald Zachary Michel
Douglas Gifford Carole Moody
Ezra Gordon Johnna Moody
Torey Griffith Judi Moody

Please pray for our Service Personnel Please call the
church office if someone should be added to the list or

Our Love & Prayers Go to Our
Friends with Our Visitation Team

Kathy Banks 19 S. Tallyho Dr, Springfield, MA 01118
Desmond & Phyllis Brice 401 SE Starflower Ave, PSL,
34983

Linda Cox Brookdale Senior Living 11381 Prosperity
Farms Rd #339, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410

Sandy Fercho 9890 SW Coral Tree Circle, PSL, 34987
Carol Gary 5018 Heskett Lane, Keystone Heights, FL
32656

Althia Griffith 2034 SE Ellington Ter. PSL, 34952
Wayne Habermehl Heavenly Adult Care ALF, 3934 SW
Kakopo St, PSL, 34953

Betty Grace Heaton Colliers Assisted Living, Room 210
9825 S US Hwy 1, PSL, 34952

Brenda Henderson 178 NW Magnolia Lakes Blvd. PSL,
34986

Allan Huggins 2049 SE Mandrake Cir. PSL, 34952
William Lane 798 SW St Croix Cove, PSL, 34986
Marilyn Lawless The Palms at SLW, 521 NW Cashmere
Blvd. #104, PSL, 34986

Barbara Metts 302 Rio Mar Drive, PSL, 34952

Violet Millenbruch Addington Place of Stuart, 3400 SE
Aster Lane, Stuart, 34994

Marge Owens Highgate Senior Living, 1600 Petroglyph
Point Dr #103, Prescott, AZ 86301

Evelyn Reis 150 SW Port St Lucie Blvd. PSL, 34984
Fred & Deanna Stevens 418 SE Verada Ave. PSL, 34983
Paul Wade Hidden Lake Senior Community, Room 11D,
1006 33rd St., Vero Beach, 32960

Martha Watson Colliers Assisted Living, Room 124,
9825 S US Hwy 1, PSL 34952

Patricia Whiddon Freedom Plaza, Apt 510, 1010
American Eagle Blvd., Sun City, FL 33575

Kati White Collier Assisted Living, Room 117, 9825 S
US Hwy 1, PSL 34952

Ginny Young Tiffany Hall, 1800 SE Hillmoor Dr, PSL
34952

is no longer on active duty.

£y o) Please join our Visitation Team by
: wishing a

Happy Birthday to:

Martha Watson 2/7

Colliers Assisted Living, Room 124
9825 S US Hwy 1, PSL FL 34952

Caring Cards
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Centennial Circle

. 20 Monday — 12:30 PM
If you are aware of an illness,

hospitalization, or death in the family of one
of our members please notify the church
office. This will help us better serve you.
We would rather receive several phone calls
than none at all. Please do not assume that
we already know.

Lydia Circle
4t Tuesday — 1:00 PM

Debora Circle
1t Thursday — 7:00 PM

Priscilla/Mary Circle
2% Thursday — 1:00 PM

Teresa Circle
1st Tuesday — 2:00 PM

United Women In Faith Circles

Leader: Shirley Miller (772) 519-8456
Leader: Pat Skudera (772) 486-1226
Leader: Iris Nydia Rivera (772) 251-8164
Leader: Ricka Marsh (772) 237-5954

Leader: Joan MacGuire (772) 418-3173

“8 o SUBSCRIBE
c% ALK ‘ If you would like to receive our

) .5 monthly newsletter “The
{ﬁ?‘sg a@~ | Beacon” in your email box and

receive our daily e-prayers, just
send an email to
secretary@pslfumc.com and
we’ll add you to the list!




