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Psalm 22 and the Cry of the Innocent: ñEloi, Eloi, Lama Sabachthani?ò 
 

From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land.  About three in 
the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ñEloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?ò (which 
means ñMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me?ò). Matthew 27:45-46 

 

Every Sunday and Wednesday, when we do collective prayers, you hear our 
supplications for the people of Haiti, Cuba, and Angola. We also pray for persecuted 
Christians around the world, and for all wars to cease, either in Ukraine, the Middle East, or 
wherever.  There are too many innocent children and people suffering who cannot do much by 
themselves to change their predicament. 
 The person undergoing ultimate suffering while being innocent was Jesus on the 
cross.  In Matthew 27:46 we hear Jesus crying in a loud voice, ñMy God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?ò This must have made such an impression on the witnesses to the 
crucifixion that the Gospel writers Matthew and Mark decided to preserve the saying in its 
original language, Aramaic. 

What was the significance of this phrase? Had God really abandoned Jesus? And how 
does it help us to understand the suffering of countless innocent persons today?  

The Old Testament background of this verse in Psalm 22 indicates that Jesus died on 
the cross not only to forgive us from our sins, but also to facilitate the end to the suffering of 
innocent righteous people.  The most innocent, virtuous and loving man ever to tread on earth 
suffered as though he were the worst criminal, so that one day all sufferings would stop.  

Psalm 22 is precisely about the righteous servant of God who unjustly suffers. The 
servant cries out by day and night, but God does not seem to answer (22:2). He trusts in the 
Lord, but this did not exempt him from insults and mockery (22:6-8). He is surrounded by 
enemies, while his bones are dry and out of joint, his heart melted, and strength gone (22:12-
15). Under these circumstances, Psalm 22 is a cry for God to not be far off, but to come 
quickly to help and rescue his life (22:19-21).  

As it should be expected, God responds by promising that the end of his sufferings is 
near: ñFor he has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden 
his face from him but has listened to his cry for help.ò (Psalm 22:24). I love this verse 24!!! 
Jesus was not alone on the cross!! 

The innocent righteous Son of God takes upon himself the wounds of all who have 
been unjustly pierced (Psalm 22:16), the hunger of all who have been deprived of food to the 
point that all bones can be counted (22:17), the nakedness of all who have been robbed of their 
clothing (22:18). All these verses from Psalm 22 were applied to Jesus on the cross (e.g., 
Matthew 27:35, 43). They also summarize the suffering of countless children and innocent 
persons who today are victimized. When Jesus died on the cross, he was bearing our sins but 
also our sufferings. The hunger, thirst, coldness, nakedness, wounds of all who have 
undeservedly suffered is part of the burden that Jesus takes upon himself. He presents these 
sufferings to God and asks, ñwhen will they end?ò  
 In Matthew 27:46, Jesus intercedes for the sufferings of the world. ñWhy have you 
forsaken us?ò And the answer from Psalm 22 is one of hope: ñThe poor will eat and be 
satisfiedò (Psalm 22:26). God ñhas not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for 
help.ò (Psalm 22:24).  
 The Resurrection of Jesus reminds us that, ñHe will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed awayò (Rev. 21:4). And I invite all people of God to say ñAmen, amen, Lord. May one 
day all sufferings come to an end and justice prevail.  May we, your church, be part of the 
story of redemption by defending those who cry out for the help of 
God.ò May those who suffer anywhere in the world find their 
redemption in Jesus.  
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Who says being in the Choir is all work and no play? 

BIBLE STUDY BY ZOOM 

Rita Etherington has been hosting a Bible 
Study weekly via ZOOM since 2020.  Whether 
on vacation, away from home, snow birds, or 
just wanting to meet in the convenience of our 
home, we have found a way to stay connected 
in Godôs word.  It works for us, maybe it would 

work for your group too!ò 

OUR FLOCKING FUNDRAISER IS IN FULL FLIGHT!! 

Want to help a loved one 
celebrate a special event in an 
unusual way? Try Yard Flocking

- the Missions Teamôs new 
fundraiser! We will provide yard 
flamingos and we will place them 
and take them down for a fee. 
$75 for 25 birds, $100 for 50 
birds or $125 for 75 birds. Call 
Pat Orlandi for more details. 





Welcome New Members 

 

From Left to right: Jane Barton Hack, Bill & 
Suzan Eshleman, Chris & Alice McCormick, 

Michelle Swanson, John & Kim Hudgins,  Larry & 
Peggy Wickerham, Barbara Santek. Not pictured: 
Greg & Robin Leffard & Justin Lupinski. 

Eggstravaganza keeps on 
giving! Our leftover Easter 
eggs - about 2,000 of them - 
were delivered to our partner 
school, the Northport K-8 
School, for the children to 
enjoy. Thank you for 
supporting our community 



 

ALL CHURCH WORK DAY MARCH 2026 

Ernie & Mickie Scott 
April 28th 


