
The Beacon 
A light of information & inspiration 

 

      FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Volume 67     No. 6 

June 2026 

Fathers for the Next Generations 

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children;  
instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4 

When I reminisce about my childhood, there is a recurrent memory: Upon returning from 
school and going straight to playing, my mother would tell me. “Son, you are so good looking 
and well behaved, would you please change clothes out of your school uniform to keep it clean 
for tomorrow?” Five minutes later, I still had not obeyed, so my mother would say again, 
“Son, you are so good looking and well behaved, would you please…” To make the long story 
short, this disobedient kid would only change clothes after hearing a threat of disciplinary 
action from my mother or father. However, my parents always treated me with patience and 
love. It was as though they always kept Paul’s exhortation in mind: “Fathers, do not exasperate 
your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” 
 

How about if the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19) did not say “go and make disciples of all 
nations” but rather, “go and make disciples of your own next generations? 
 

Well, as a matter of fact, the Bible does command us to raise our children as disciples of Jesus 
Christ and to train them in our faith. In addition to Ephesians 6:4, Deuteronomy 6:7-9 instructs 
us to “Impress [God’s commandments] on your children. Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8Tie them 
as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9Write them on the doorframes of 
your houses and on your gates.” This is a famous OT verse which Israelites take very 
seriously! 
 

Instructing our children in the Lord requires a combination of patience, firmness, and love. 
Anytime I am about to lose patience with my children or grandchildren, I simply remember 
that I was not an easy child to raise.  At the same time, my parents’ gentle insistence that I 
should dedicate time to pray, read the Bible, and attend church activities, ended up giving me a 
solid Christian foundation upon which my faith stands.  
 

Our work is to carry Jesus and He will carry all our work. In a culture of increasing religious 
pluralism and secularism, we are being told that it does not matter what religion you belong to 
as long as you “turn into a better person.” While I agree that there is value in all forms of 
belief, Christianity offers something unique that every single person would do well in 
accepting: salvation is possible only by the incarnation, death and resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. As per the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20), it is our duty to not only go to 
all the nations, but to carry this saving knowledge to the next generations here and now. 
 

Here are three simple practices which can assist us in discipling our children:  
1. At home and everywhere, express gratitude for the blessings we have and give God the 

glory for anything in which we experience success. Simple but frequent phrases such as 
“thanks be to God” let others know that “Every good and perfect gift is from 
above” (James 1:17). 

2. Lead a life of holiness. Children learn more from what they see than from what they are 
told. Even before we say a word, they will understand that our faith is the inspiration for 
our Christian behavior. 

3. Use every opportunity to testify to the practical value of our faith. Sharing an expression 
of encouragement when they are in distress, or mentioning that Jesus answers our prayers, 
opens a line of communication that will expose our kids and 
grandkids to the truth of redemption in Jesus for the here and now.  

 

Happy Father’s Day in June, and may we train ALL our kids and 
youth already in our church on the present-day and eternal value of our 
Christian faith.  
 

In Christ’s love, 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Armando 
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“Shining the Light  
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Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 8:30a –4:30p 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 
8:00a Traditional Worship 

9:30a Contemporary Worship 
11:00a Traditional Worship 

11:30a Spanish Worship 
Worship with us online at 

Facebook Live 

9:30a & 11:00a  

260 SW Prima Vista Blvd. 

Port St. Lucie, FL  34983 

(772) 878-1155 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Kaitlyn Barber 
Chris Barber 

Andrew Ryan Connow 
Robert Davis 
Tyler Ewald 

Douglas Gifford 
Ezra Gordon 

Torey Griffith 

Please pray for our Service Personnel Please call the church 
office if someone should be added to the list or is no longer on 

active duty. 

 

 

Our Love & Prayers Go to Our 
Friends with Our Visitation Team 

 

Kathy Banks 19 S. Tallyho Dr, Springfield, MA 01118 
Desmond & Phyllis Brice 401 SE Starflower Ave, PSL, 34983 
Miriam Busch 8 Lake Vista Trail #105, PSL 34952 
Sandy Fercho 9890 SW Coral Tree Circle, PSL, 34987  
Carol Gary 5018 Heskett Lane, Keystone Heights, FL 32656 
Althia Griffith 2034 SE Ellington Ter. PSL, 34952 
Betty Grace Heaton Colliers Assisted Living, Room 210, 9825 
S US Hwy 1, PSL, 34952  
Barbara Metts 302 Rio Mar Drive, PSL, 34952 
Violet Millenbruch Addington Place of Stuart, 3400 SE Aster 
Lane #109, Stuart, 34994 
Marge Owens Highgate Senior Living, 1600 Petroglyph Point 
Dr #103, Prescott, AZ 86301  
Fred & Deanna Stevens 418 SE Verada Ave. PSL, 34983 
Paul Wade Hidden Lake Senior Community, Room 11D, 1006 
33rd St., Vero Beach, 32960    
Patricia Whiddon Freedom Plaza, Apt 510, 1010 American 
Eagle Blvd., Sun City, FL 33575 
Kati White Watercrest, 279 NW California Blvd. Room 124,  
PSL 34986 
Ginny Young The Gardens 1699 SE Lyngate Dr. 
Apt. 252, PSL, 34952   
 

Record of Our Faithful Attendance 

 

 

Budget 
In the month of May we received $81,567.79 toward our 
monthly need of $79,137.  Your financial dedication is 

appreciated.  

Lily Hamel 
Sara Hume 

Lorena Barbara Martinez  
Zacchary T. McClure 

Jeremiah Megerle 
Zachary Michel  
Carole Moody 
Johnna Moody 

Judi Moody 

 
 
 

 
  If you would like to receive our 

monthly newsletter “The 
Beacon” in your email box and 
receive our daily e-prayers, just 

send an email to 
secretary@pslfumc.com and 

we’ll add you to the list! 

   
 
 

 If you are aware of an illness, 
hospitalization, or death in the family of one 

of our members please notify the church 
office. This will help us better serve you. 

We would rather receive several phone calls 
than none at all. Please do not assume that 

we already know. 

Deanna Stevens    June 3 
418 SE Verada Ave. PSL, 34983 

 

Paul Wade  June 15 
Hidden Lake Senior Community, Room 11D,  

1006 33rd St., Vero Beach, 32960    

Please join our Visitation Team  
by wishing a 

Happy Birthday to: 

$377,631.15 

 5/3 5/10 5/17 5/24 5/31 

8:00 am 75 96 84 80 73 

9:30 am 103 113 115 87 109 

11:00 am 128 122 148 128 136 

11:30 am 
(Hispanic) 

100 95 92 94 69 

Sunday  
School 

48 37 41 44 57 

$395,685.00 

Year to Date Needed Year to Date Received 

$377,631.15 



 

 
 

SPIRITUAL FOOD  
FOR THOUGHT 

 

“Endurance is where faith is proven. It’s 
where character is built and where 

purpose is secured.” 

In the month of May, 282 individuals 
visited our Food Pantry, providing meals 

for 1060  family members.  Hope’s 
Corner had 117 patrons offering clothing 
for their families.  Thank you to all who 

have donated clothes and food.  A special 
thanks for your donations of bags and 

toilet paper.  
It's truly appreciated and helped us.  

 
 

WE ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Huge Thank You to 
everyone who came out for 
the UWF Fashion Show on 
Saturday, May 23. We had 
over 100 in attendance and 
made a very good profit we 
can use for the missions of 
the church. Thank you to all 

who helped with ticket 
sales, food, greeting, set-up 

and take-down, our 6 
beautiful models and 

everything else that needed 
to be done. A big thank you 

to our church secretary, 
Stephanie, for advertising, 

making and selling the 
tickets and everything else 
she does. It was a Great 

Success and we could not 
have done it without 

Everyone pitching in. Thank 
you to Pastor Armando for 
getting the microphones 

working and even helping 
set up an extra table at the 
last minute. Thank you to 

our custodians, Gloria 
Walker and Bob Andrade 

for all their hard work. With 
Heartfelt Thanks, Joan 

MacGuire UWF President 



Memorial Gifts   
           

Given in memory of  

Linda Cox 
by Violet Millenbruch, the Women’s 

Prayer Group & Nancy Warner 

Evelyn Reis 
by James & Martha Zimmerman 


